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I. CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS 1 
 
1. A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE NCDP PLATFORM TO ADDRESS STRUCTURAL RACISM   2 
WHEREAS, systemic, institutional and individual racism has a pervasive impact on the lives of people of color; 3 
and  4 
 
WHEREAS, people of color experience fundamental disparities in every institution of the United States 5 
including, and not limited to, health, education, labor, the environment, the military, political access/power 6 
and the justice system; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party platform acknowledges “structural racism,” “race,” “racism,” 8 
“discrimination,” and “bias” in numerous, but not all, categories; and  9 
 
WHEREAS, on June 19, 2020, the United Nations Human Rights Council resolved that systemic racism is a 10 
global human rights issue; now, therefore, be it 11 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party, 12 
in collaboration with and guided by selected representatives from communities of color, to amend the NCDP 13 
platform to reflect the party’s position on and tangible goals toward eradicating structural racism in every 14 
applicable area.  15 
 
2. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 40 AND FOUNDATIONAL BLACK AMERICANS 16 
WHEREAS, the United States House of Representatives has pending legislation, H.R. 40, the Commission to 17 
Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African-Americans Act; and 18 
 
WHEREAS, H.R. 40 does not define specifically the proposed beneficiaries of reparations, referring variously to 19 
“African-Americans,” “Black people,” “Africans and their descendants” and “people of African descent”; and 20 
 
WHEREAS, Foundational Black Americans are the descendants of the Black people who survived one of the 21 
greatest atrocities in recorded history—i.e., American slavery, and Foundational Black Americans (FBA) are the 22 
descendants of the Black People who built the United States from scratch; now, therefore, be it 23 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the Commission proposed by H.R. 40 24 
and calls on Congress and the President of the United States to pass into law meaningful policies—including 25 
any that may be implemented as a result of work done by the Commission that may arise out of H.R. 40—that 26 
are beneficial to Foundational Black Americans.   27 
 
3. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION ON REPARATIONS  28 
WHEREAS, in 1776, when the nation was formed, slavery was inscribed in the Constitution of the United 29 
States; and  30 
 
WHEREAS, the coerced labor and stolen time of those enslaved people built the economic wealth of America; 31 
and  32 
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WHEREAS, people enslaved in the United States were denied at least 40 million acres of land grants that were 33 
promised upon emancipation; and  34 
 
WHEREAS, the formerly enslaved and their black descendants subsequently faced the injustices of lynch mobs 35 
and white massacres, including: the atrocities in Wilmington, NC, in 1898, resulting in the confiscation or 36 
destruction of black-owned property and the loss of black lives; inequities in the legal system; forced 37 
segregation and the denial of fundamental rights; discrimination in education, health, employment, housing 38 
and credit markets; and over- incarceration; and  39 
 
WHEREAS, the wealth gap between black American descendants of persons enslaved in the United States and 40 
white Americans is immense and persistent; and  41 
 
WHEREAS, Black Americans make up thirteen percent of the American population yet they possess less than 42 
three percent of the nation’s wealth; and  43 
 
WHEREAS, S.B. 1083 and H.R. 40, introduced in Congress and both entitled “Commission to Study Reparation 44 
Proposals for African Americans Act,”, require that the federal government undertake an official study of the 45 
impact of white supremacy on the social, political and economic life of our nation, from the beginning of the 46 
republic in 1776; and  47 
 
WHEREAS, the legislation does four things: (1) acknowledges the fundamental injustice and inhumanity of 48 
slavery; (2) establishes a commission to study slavery and the subsequent racial and economic discrimination 49 
against black Americans through the Jim Crow era and into the present day; (3) calls for the examination of 50 
the impact of those forces on living black American descendants of US slavery; and (4) instructs the 51 
commission to make recommendations to Congress for appropriate redress for the harms inflicted on black 52 
Americans; and  53 
 
WHEREAS, the commission will examine the extent to which the United States supported the institution of 54 
slavery and will examine laws and inaction that perpetuated atrocities against black Americans from the end 55 
of the Civil War to the present; now, therefore, be it 56 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to recognize the grave 57 
injustices faced by persons enslaved in the United States and their black descendants, and recognize that 58 
these injustices will not be righted until our systems are changed and appropriate compensation is given; 59 
 
RESOLVED, that 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to support the passage of 60 
revised versions of S.B. 1083 and H.R. 40 or an alternative, improved bill by the United States Congress and 61 
thereby call for a study of reparations for black American descendants of persons enslaved in the United 62 
States;  63 
 
RESOLVED, that 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to support reparations for black 64 
American descendants of persons enslaved in the United States, and to 65 
urge the United States House of Representatives Judiciary Committee to bring H.R. 40 to the floor for a vote 66 
by the whole House of Representatives as expeditiously as possible; and 67 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party requests that the Chair of the 68 
North Carolina Democratic Party send copies of this resolution to North Carolina Senators Richard Burr and 69 
Thom Tillis, and Congressman David Price.  70 
 
4. A RESOLUTION ON WILMINGTON MASSACRE 71 
WHEREAS, the 1898 Wilmington massacre resulted in physical, emotional, financial, and political security 72 
losses that persist in the form of historical trauma and distrust; and 73 
 
WHEREAS, the white rioters operated within the structure of the Democratic Party at that time; now, 74 
therefore, be it 75 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 76 
to acknowledge its role in the Wilmington massacre and apologize to descendants of the community; and  77 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to advocate 78 
for reparations for the descendants as a move toward true partnership for the betterment of all people of the 79 
North Carolina. 80 
 
5. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ADOPTION OF THE CROWN ACT OR OTHER LEGISLATION PROHIBITING 81 
RACE-BASED HAIR DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKPLACE  82 
WHEREAS, North Carolinians pride themselves on being composed of people who value the diversity of 83 
backgrounds, cultures, beliefs, and experiences; and  84 
 
WHEREAS, appreciation for diversity in all forms strengthens a community, fosters a welcoming environment, 85 
and is a critical component of a thriving, successful state; and  86 
 
WHEREAS, discrimination based upon natural hair texture and/or styles remains a source of racial bias, 87 
impacting employment and educational opportunities; and  88 
 
WHEREAS, on February 1, 2021, North Carolina Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) practices under the 89 
Office of State Human Resources (OSHR) affirmatively prohibited an employer from failing or refusing to hire 90 
or discharging any individual, or otherwise discriminating against an individual, based on the individual’s hair 91 
texture or hairstyle; and  92 
 
WHEREAS, there continues to be no federal law prohibiting discrimination based on specific hair styles or 93 
texture related to race or ethnicity, and changes to EEO practices do not protect all workers in North Carolina; 94 
and  95 
 
WHEREAS, a national movement to address the effects of long-term, insidious race discrimination in reaction 96 
to hairstyles and textures commonly associated with communities of color is being spearheaded by the 97 
CROWN Coalition, a national alliance founded by Dove, the National Urban League, Color of Change, and the 98 
Western Center on Law & Poverty; and  99 
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WHEREAS, with the assistance of the Coalition, a wave of legislation has been enacted across the country over 100 
the last eighteen months, both at the federal and state level, which specifically adds race-based hair 101 
discrimination to the legal definition of race discrimination; and  102 
 
WHEREAS, beginning in California in July 2019, The CROWN Act (“Creating a Respectful and Open Workplace 103 
for Natural Hair”) has now been adopted in seven states and legislation is under consideration in more than 104 
twenty other states, as well as in Congress; and  105 
 
WHEREAS, at the federal level, the “CROWN Act of 2019”, has been introduced by Representative Cedric 106 
Richmond (LA-2) in the form of H.R. 5309 in December 2019 and by Senator Cory Booker (NJ) in the form of S. 107 
3167 in January 2020. The “CROWN Act of 2019” would amend a panoply of existing federal civil rights law 108 
prohibiting race discrimination in federally assisted programs, housing programs, public accommodations, 109 
employment, and access to equal rights under the law. The stated purpose of the identical bills is “to institute 110 
definitions of race and national origin for Federal civil rights laws that effectuate the comprehensive scope of 111 
protection Congress intended to be afforded by such laws and Congress’ objective to eliminate race and 112 
national origin discrimination in the United States”; and  113 
 
WHEREAS, the pending federal bills include an initial section of Congressional “findings,” providing an 114 
eloquent and compelling argument for the necessity of the proposed Act, as follows: 115 

• throughout United States history, society has used (in conjunction with skin color) hair texture and 116 
hairstyle to classify individuals on the basis of race; and 117 

• like one’s skin color, one’s hair has served as a basis of race and national origin discrimination; and 118 
• racial and national origin discrimination can and do occur because of longstanding racial and national 119 

origin biases and stereotypes associated with hair texture and style; and 120 
• for example, routinely, people of African descent are deprived of educational and employment 121 

opportunities because they are adorned with natural or protective hairstyles in which hair is tightly 122 
coiled or tightly curled, or worn in locs, cornrows, twists, braids, Bantu knots, or Afros; and 123 

• racial and national origin discrimination is reflected in school and workplace policies and practices that 124 
bar natural or protective hairstyles commonly worn by people of African descent; and  125 

• for example, as recently as 2018, the United States Armed Forces had grooming policies that barred 126 
natural or protective hairstyles that servicewomen of African descent commonly wear and that 127 
described these hairstyles as “unkempt”; and 128 

• in 2018, the United States Armed Forces rescinded these policies and recognized that this description 129 
perpetuated derogatory racial stereotypes; and 130 

• the United States Armed Forces also recognized that prohibitions against natural or protective 131 
hairstyles that African-American servicewomen are commonly adorned with are racially discriminatory 132 
and bear no relationship to African-American servicewomen’s occupational qualifications and their 133 
ability to serve and protect the Nation; and 134 

• as a type of racial or national origin discrimination, discrimination on the basis of natural or protective 135 
hairstyles that people of African descent are commonly adorned with violates existing Federal law, 136 
including provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.), section 1977 of the 137 
Revised Statutes (42 U.S.C. 1981), and the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.). However, some 138 
Federal courts have misinterpreted Federal civil rights law by narrowly interpreting the meaning of 139 
race or national origin, and thereby permitting, for example, employers to discriminate against people 140 
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of African descent who wear natural or protective hairstyles even though the employment policies 141 
involved are not related to workers’ ability to perform their jobs; and 142 

• applying this narrow interpretation of race or national origin has resulted in a lack of Federal civil rights 143 
protection for individuals who are discriminated against on the basis of characteristics that are 144 
commonly associated with race and national origin; and 145 

• in 2019, State legislatures and municipal bodies throughout the United States have introduced and 146 
passed legislation that rejects certain Federal courts’ restrictive interpretation of race and national 147 
origin, and expressly classifies race and national origin discrimination as inclusive of discrimination on 148 
the basis of natural or protective hairstyles commonly associated with race and national origin; and  149 

 
WHEREAS, It is the responsibility of governing bodies to advocate on behalf of all of their residents to take 150 
action as described by the CROWN Act of 2019, which notes that “clear, consistent, and enforceable legal 151 
standards must be provided to redress the widespread incidences of race and national origin discrimination 152 
based upon hair texture and hairstyle in schools, workplaces, housing . . . and other contexts” and to 153 
“explicitly prohibit the adoption or implementation of grooming requirements that disproportionately impact 154 
people of African descent”; now, therefore, be it 155 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 156 
to: 157 

• support legislative action in North Carolina on the CROWN Act with the bill receiving consideration at 158 
the committee level and ultimately being passed into law; 159 

• support legislative action in Congress to advance and pass into law the CROWN Act or other legislation 160 
prohibiting race-based hair discrimination in the workplace; 161 

• support Governor Cooper proclaiming July 3rd as Crown Day in North Carolina; and 162 
• request that the Chair of the North Carolina Democratic Party send copies of this resolution to 163 

Democrats of the North Carolina Legislature, Governor Roy Cooper, North Carolina Senators Richard 164 
Burr and Thom Tillis, and Representative David Price.  165 

 
6. A RESOLUTION TO REAFFIRM OUR OF COMMITMENT TO TRANSGENDER RIGHTS 166 
WHEREAS, transgender people are, as a community, valued members of the Democratic Party coalition; and 167 
this is affirmed in the Preamble to the NCDP PoO as well as the National Party Platform; and 168 
 
WHEREAS, transgender people and their rights historically have been sacrificed in the name of political 169 
expediency; and 170 
 
WHEREAS, Amendment 952 to the COVID Relief Act, which, if passed, would have created a nationwide ban 171 
on transgender participation in school sports in their identified and lived gender; and 172 
 
WHEREAS, Sen. Joe Manchin, who publicly has claimed allyship with the  + community in the past, 173 
nevertheless voted in favor of this Amendment; and 174 
 
WHEREAS, this amendment is a direct attack on the rights of the transgender community that the State and 175 
National Party holds to affirm and support; now, therefore, be it 176 
 



  
2021 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  I              
RESOLUTIONS REPORT, SECTION I: CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS & 
RELATIONS 

6 

 

RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 177 
to issue publicly a statement strongly urging Sen. Manchin to support and affirm the rights of transgender 178 
people, and further affirming the Party's support of the right of transgender people to live their lives without 179 
interference or discrimination; and 180 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on NC Democratic Party 181 
to urge the National Democratic Party to make similar statements.  182 
 
7. A RESOLUTION OPPOSING CHILD MARRIAGE IN NORTH CAROLINA 183 
WHEREAS, current North Carolina state law permits minors as young as 14 to marry legally in North Carolina 184 
by court order; and  185 
  
WHEREAS, persons as young as 16 in North Carolina are permitted to marry solely with the consent of both 186 
parents, with no protection in place to determine if the minor is a victim of coercion; and 187 
  
WHEREAS, child marriage (under age of 18) is internationally recognized as a violation of human rights as set 188 
out in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNFPA, 2012); and 189 
  
WHEREAS, a 2020 study by ICRW on Child Marriage in North Carolina found that North Carolina has the lowest 190 
statutory legal age of marriage in the country, along with Alaska; and 191 
  
WHEREAS, between 2000 and 2019, marriage licenses in North Carolina in which at least one applicant was a 192 
minor numbered 3,949 and involved 4,218 minors, with only half of North Carolina’s 100 counties reporting; 193 
and 194 
 
WHEREAS, by extrapolating across the other 50 counties in the state, marriage applications involving minors in 195 
the past twenty years can be reasonably estimated at 8,000, or 400 per year, or more than one per day; and 196 
 
WHEREAS, the majority of marriage applications in North Carolina involving a minor age 15 or below involved 197 
persons of age differences of more than 4 years, consummation of which would classify as statutory rape 198 
under existing law, absent the possibility of marriage under North Carolina statute; now, therefore, be it 199 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 200 
to urge the North Carolina General Assembly to support H41, Amend Lawful Age to Marry/18 Years of Age, 201 
introduced in the House of Representatives by Representatives Jason Saine, Kristin Baker, Ashton W. 202 
Clemmons, and Brian Turner and SB 35, introduced in the Senate by Senators Vickie Sawyer, Danny Britt, and 203 
Valerie Foushee. 204 

https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/MarryingTooYoung.pdf
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/child-marriage-in-NC-new-evidence-and-policy-recommendations_8-2020_ICRW.pdf
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II. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND JUSTICE REFORM 1 
 
8. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR FEDERAL JUDICIAL REFORM 2 
WHEREAS, by its explicit terms, the Code of Conduct for United States Judges does not apply to Justices of the 3 
U.S. Supreme Court; and 4 
 
WHEREAS, deference to and enforcement of the judgments and rulings of courts critically depends on public 5 
confidence in the legitimacy, integrity, and independence of judges and justices; and 6 
 
WHEREAS, courts are in danger of losing legitimacy when the public loses faith that judges and justices are 7 
ethical, unbiased, and fair; and 8 
 
WHEREAS, there is before the United States Congress, sec. 7001 of H.R.1, For the People Act of 2021, which 9 
has passed the U.S. House of Representatives, and which would require a Code of Conduct be issued for all 10 
federal judges, including U.S. Supreme Court Justices; now, therefore, be it 11 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports sec. 7001 of H.R.1 which would require a Code 12 
of Conduct be issued for all federal judges, including U.S. Supreme Court Justices; 13 
  
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports extending the Code of Conduct to U.S. Supreme 14 
Court Justices, and providing a formal mechanism for review of conflicts by sitting Justices and lower federal 15 
court judges;  16 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports strengthening ethical rules in the Code of 17 
Conduct for all U.S. Judges and Justices to ensure that judges and justices recuse themselves when they have 18 
conflicts of interest, and to ensure accountability for judges who violate these rules; 19 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports transparent review of all federal judicial 20 
candidates by legislatively requiring the Judicial Conference of the United States to publicly post judicial 21 
nominees’ financial reports, recusal decisions, and speeches, and by requiring the IRS to provide retrospective 22 
disclosure of five years of federal and state tax returns by all federal judicial candidates; and the extension of 23 
this transparency to all appointed candidates while they serve on the bench; and 24 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the North Carolina Democratic Party supports strengthening disciplinary 25 
actions available to the federal Judicial Conference to prevent judges from escaping misconduct investigations 26 
by leaving the court or by elevation to the United States Supreme Court.  27 
 
9. A RESOLUTION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL & EQUITABLE CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN NORTH CAROLINA 28 
WHEREAS, Chapter 7A, Article 28 of the North Carolina General Statutes stipulates the imposition of monetary 29 
sanctions upon defendants in every criminal case, when the defendant is convicted, or enters a plea of guilty 30 
or nolo contendere, or when costs are assessed against a prosecuting witness; and 31 
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WHEREAS, these monetary sanctions are comprised of fines levied as punishment for criminal offenses, plus 32 
criminal court costs and fees, assessed on a by-use basis throughout the criminal justice process in accordance 33 
with the Criminal Court Costs and Fees Chart; and 34 
 
WHEREAS, The North Carolina State Constitution delegates authority to the North Carolina General Assembly 35 
to define criminal court costs and fees and set corresponding financial obligations, as detailed within the 36 
Criminal Court Costs and Fees Chart; and 37 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina State Constitution also delegates authority to the General Assembly to 38 
determine how revenue emanating from the collection of criminal court costs and fees is allocated; and 39 
 
WHEREAS, the largest share of revenue from the collection of criminal court costs and fees is directed to the 40 
state General Fund and subsequently allocated to fund a range of government programs unrelated to the 41 
court system; and 42 
 
WHEREAS, criminal court costs and fees have risen exponentially over the past two decades, while the state 43 
repealed its estate tax, implemented a modified flat income tax, and reduced the corporate income tax rate; 44 
and 45 
 
WHEREAS, despite state and federal constitutional protections prohibiting punishment of an individual for 46 
their poverty, payment of criminal court fines, costs, and fees is enforced through draconian penalties with 47 
collateral consequences that trap people in a perpetual cycle of debt, including: additional monetary 48 
sanctions, probation extensions, exclusion from anti-poverty programs, driver’s license revocation, and 49 
incarceration; and 50 
 
WHEREAS, under this economically-skewed system, low-income people routinely receive harsher 51 
punishments than high-income people for similar criminal offenses; and 52 
 
WHEREAS, judges have a constitutional obligation to inquire about an individual’s financial status before 53 
imposing criminal court fines, costs, and fees, but judges waived criminal court fines, costs, and fees in less 54 
than five percent of applicable judgements statewide in 2018; and 55 
 
WHEREAS, over the past ten years, the state has implemented numerous administrative and procedural 56 
requirements to restrict the capacity of judges to waive criminal court fines, costs, and fees; and 57 
 
WHEREAS, racial disparities exist at every stage of the criminal justice system, including the imposition and 58 
collection of criminal court fines, costs, and fees; and 59 
 
WHEREAS, the financial burden of criminal court fines, costs, and fees is disproportionately felt by low-income 60 
people and people of color; and 61 
 
WHEREAS, it is estimated that more than 650,000 people held unpaid criminal court debt in North Carolina as 62 
of 2020; and 63 
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WHEREAS, The N.C. Task Force for Racial Equity in Criminal Justice on December 14, 2020 recommended 64 
several policy changes relating to the imposition and collection of criminal court fines, costs, and fees, 65 
including: assessing a defendant’s ability to pay prior to levying any criminal court fines and fees, reducing use 66 
of criminal court fines and fees, eliminating state government reliance on criminal court fines and fees, and 67 
developing a process to eliminate criminal justice debt; and 68 
 
WHEREAS, State reliance on the collection of court costs, fines, and fees is a form of regressive taxation 69 
disproportionately imposed upon people of color; now, therefore, be it 70 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party urges the General Assembly, the Office of the Governor, 71 
and the state Judicial Branch to consider all avenues to rework the current process of imposing and collecting 72 
criminal court fines, costs, and fees, including: uniform assessments of a defendant’s ability to pay, expansion 73 
of judicial authority to grant waiver, statewide investment in criminal debt relief and restoration clinics, end 74 
the suspension and revocation of driver’s licenses for failure to pay, and reduction of criminal court fines, 75 
costs, and fees generally. 76 
 
10. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HB 261: RAISE MIN AGE / JUVENILE JURISDICTION 77 
WHEREAS, North Carolina has the lowest minimum age limit in the US that allows for children as young as six 78 
to be sent to juvenile court; and 79 
 
WHEREAS, a 6-year-old was referred to juvenile court in NC in 2021 for picking a flower out of someone’s yard 80 
while waiting for the school bus and was given crayons and a picture to color because his attention span was 81 
so short when he appeared in court; and 82 
 
WHEREAS, the criminalization of children’s behavior reveals a distinct racial and gender bias; for example, 83 
Black residents are 22 percent of North Carolina’s population, but nearly half of the juvenile complaints filed 84 
against children ages 6 to 11 from 2015 to 2018 were against Black children, overwhelmingly boys; and 85 
 
WHEREAS, a growing body of longitudinal neuroimaging research demonstrates that the human brain 86 
continues to develop well into a person’s 20s, and it shows that the frontal lobe, responsible for executive 87 
functioning (such as long-term planning, working memory, and impulse control), is among the last areas of the 88 
brain to mature (suggesting that it is developmentally inappropriate for a child to be held accountable for 89 
misconduct in a criminal legal sense); and 90 
 
WHEREAS, the National Center for Juvenile Justice recommends that the minimum age at which children 91 
should be brought before a judge in juvenile court be raised to age 14, a standard set forth by the United 92 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child as the most common minimum age of criminal responsibility 93 
internationally; and 94 
 
WHEREAS, many children who find themselves in the juvenile legal system for breaking laws and rules often 95 
have cognitive-communication disorders (CCDs) that go untreated or unidentified; and 96 
 
WHEREAS, a 2018 article in the Journal of Gender, Social Policy and the Law on CCDs and the school to prison 97 
pipeline, found that more than 80% of young people affected by zero-tolerance policies were found to have a 98 
CCD, a learning disability, or some combination; and 99 
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WHEREAS, N.C. State Rep. Marcia Morey (D-Durham) filed H.B. 261 on MARCH 11, 2021 to raise the minimum 100 
age for juvenile jurisdiction from age 6 to age 10; now, therefore, be it 101 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports the efforts of H.B. 261 to raise the age at which 102 
a child can be brought before a judge from 6 to 10 as a good first step in dismantling the school-to-prison 103 
pipeline; and 104 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina General 105 
Assembly to form a committee to continue investigating ways to further dismantle the school-to-prison 106 
pipeline, including: 107 

• further increasing the minimum age at which a child is brought before a judge on delinquency charges 108 
to 14 years old; 109 

• allocating resources to close the gap in services that requires parents to seek assistance by bringing 110 
their child in front of a judge on undisciplined minor charges; and 111 

• having the child’s cognitive-communication abilities assessed by a licensed and accredited speech-112 
language pathologist or psychologist before that child is adjudicated to determine the best treatment 113 
and dispensation of justice for the child. 114 

 
11. A RESOLUTION ON HATE CRIMES   115 
WHEREAS, the 2019 Briefing Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights, "In the Name of Hate: 116 
Examining the Federal Government's Role in Responding to Hate Crimes," emphasized that the greatest 117 
challenges to understanding the severity and magnitude of hate crimes is the lack of sufficient data and lack of 118 
police training to report and identify hate crimes; and 119 
 
WHEREAS, the 2019 FBI Report shows a 64 percent increase in Hate Crimes in North Carolina between 2013 120 
and 2017 - not including the many more unreported; and 121 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina's Hate Crimes statute, adopted in 1993, does not require the collection of hate 122 
crimes data by law enforcement agencies; and 123 
 
WHEREAS, in 2019 approximately 65 percent of North Carolina law enforcement agencies voluntarily reported 124 
to the FBI Hate Crimes Database; however, of the agencies reporting, only 24 percent reported a hate crime--125 
with 76 percent reporting zero incidences of hate crimes; and 126 
 
WHEREAS, the University of North Carolina School of Government reported that of the 57 hate crimes charged 127 
under the current NC Hate Crimes statute in 2019, only 9 resulted in a conviction; and 128 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina's current Hate Crimes statute is one of only 15 in the nation that does not recognize 129 
hate crimes based on disability, gender identity or sexual orientation and allows for only a misdemeanor 130 
penalty; and 131 
 
WHEREAS, officials overseeing police training in North Carolina recently reported that their recruits spend 132 
about 30 minutes of class time on hate crimes; and 133 
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WHEREAS, Governor Roy Cooper's 2020 Racial Equity Task Force Report recommended that law enforcement 134 
training "include education on improving interactions with diverse populations, developing emotional 135 
intelligence skills, de-escalating tense situations and recognizing and addressing implicit bias;” and 136 
 
WHEREAS, the tragedy which occurred in Atlanta, Georgia on March 16th  was motivated by the suspect’s 137 
apparent hatred of Asian Americans and of women and reflected a recent national increase in violence against 138 
said groups and others; now, therefore, be it 139 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina General Assembly to support 140 
the adoption of the Hate Crimes Prevention Act, HB 354, introduced in the House of Representatives by 141 
Representatives Nasif Majeed, Verla Insko, Pricey Harrison, and Marcia Morey and in the Senate by Senators 142 
Jay Chaudhuri, Valerie Foushee, and Mujtaba Mohammed. 143 
 
12. A RESOLUTION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY IN NORTH CAROLINA  144 
WHEREAS, the Death Penalty is not a deterrent to murder and may, in fact, add to the violent nature of 145 
society and increase murder rates; and 146 
 
WHEREAS, the Death Penalty has been shown to be applied in arbitrary and capricious ways that increase the 147 
chances for racism and classism to be a factor in its use, making it chiefly the sentence for poor and/or black; 148 
and 149 
 
WHEREAS, when offered a range of sentence options, respondents in public opinion polls have consistently 150 
shown a preference for imprisonment rather than execution; and 151 
 
WHEREAS, the cost to prosecute a Death Penalty case in North Carolina has skyrocketed to a far greater cost 152 
than life imprisonment prosecutions in an imperfect attempt to eliminate the arbitrary and capricious use of 153 
this sentence and still we find that innocents have been convicted and sentenced; now, therefore, be it 154 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party calls on all our state representatives to seek the abolition 155 
of the Death Penalty in North Carolina.  156 
 
13. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF REFORMING LEGAL SYSTEMS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 157 
WHEREAS, the institutions of federal, state, and local law enforcement suffer a well-documented legacy of 158 
racial bias. In the South, policing started with slave patrols in the 18th century and became the main tool to 159 
surveil Black people and prevent any collective resistance. In 19th century London, the model for NYC and 160 
Boston, the police were created to manage the effects of mass industrialization, particularly to put down 161 
strikes and riots, and to prevent industrial action. In NYC and Chicago, in addition to preventing labor unrest, 162 
professionalized departments enforced vice laws created to criminalize the activities of non-protestant 163 
immigrant communities (drinking, gambling, vagrancy, prostitution); and 164 
 
WHEREAS, piecemeal attempts at reform have never addressed the original purpose of policing but instead 165 
have tasked the police with creating a “kinder, gentler” police force — a social services mission that does not 166 
conform well with the original purpose of the police as an institution of state-sanctioned violence, legitimate 167 
or otherwise; and 168 
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WHEREAS, procedural reforms and training (better minority representation, de-escalation, implicit-bias, duty-169 
to-intervene, etc.) have proven mostly ineffective in solving the problem of police violence against black and 170 
brown people. For example, the Obama Administration sank millions of dollars into the 21st Century Policing 171 
task force to provide these types of training to the Minneapolis Police Department. The officers who 172 
murdered George Floyd had received some of the best training available to police anywhere in the country; 173 
now, therefore, be it 174 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party endorses implementation of the following measures to 175 
provide reform and relief from laws and legal systems:  176 

• eliminate cash bail entirely and pretrial detention except for violent crimes or flight risks; 177 
• mandate that all fines levied and assets forfeited, civil or criminal, state or federal, be invested in the 178 

local community and in public services which are not law enforcement; 179 
• require that all work done by incarcerated persons for the private sector, including that done through 180 

educational or training programs, be paid the prevailing private sector wage for the work done and no 181 
less than the state or federal minimum wage, whichever is higher;  182 

• eliminate the private prison system, entirely; 183 
• review, with an eye towards repealing, all laws that do not pose a threat to the community or 184 

individual lives, liberty or property; 185 
• reform prison to teach people how to grow and prosper. Focus incarceration on rehabilitation rather 186 

than retribution; and 187 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party endorses implementation of the 188 
following measures to provide relief from systemic problems in society: 189 

• ban the use of predictive algorithms in law enforcement; 190 
• establish safe injection sites with needle exchange programs;  191 
• shift responsibility for many emergency calls to more appropriate professionals, including: mental 192 

health, substance abuse, report writer; 193 
• establish, expand, and fully fund the full continuum of care for mental health and substance use 194 

disorders necessary and sufficient to meet community needs; 195 
• adopt and encourage the use of technology wherever possible to limit encounters with law 196 

enforcement officers; 197 
• mandate that all lawsuit settlements paid by police departments for unlawful death caused by an 198 

officer come from the department’s budget, not the civil government’s budget; 199 
• establish an online and public database responsible for recording all LEO uses of force, all complaints 200 

about LEOs, and all deaths directly or indirectly involving LEOs on/in LEA property/vehicles/custody; 201 
• require mandatory reporting within 2 weeks of each incident; 202 
• modify Qualified Immunity to fit the new, narrowed, scope of police responsibilities and expand the 203 

parameters for suspension of Qualified Immunity must be drastically expanded; 204 
• establish, expand, and fully-fund state-run Mobile Crisis services, available for dispatch by 911 205 

operators, as are fire and ambulance; 206 
• restrict law-enforcement Unions to negotiation of hours, pay, benefits, so as to exclude disciplinary 207 

matters and legal defense;  208 
• redirect funds from police budgets towards community programs, education, and public services, 209 

AFTER shifting responsibilities and establishing new and expanded social services. 210 



  
2021 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  I              
RESOLUTIONS REPORT, SECTION III: EDUCATION 13 

 

III. EDUCATION 1 
 
14. A RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS HIGHER EDUCATION AFFORDABILITY AND STUDENT DEBT RELIEF  2 
WHEREAS, four-year college and university tuition costs have risen more than twice as fast as inflation in the 3 
past 36 years; and 4 
 
WHEREAS, resident tuition per semester at UNC-Chapel Hill has risen over 6 times faster than inflation in the 5 
same time span and non-resident tuition has risen over 4 times faster than inflation; and  6 
 
WHEREAS, the burden of excessively high tuition prices falls disproportionately on lower-income students and 7 
families, and lower-income families are disproportionately African-American, Native American, Latinx, and 8 
Asian-American; and 9 
 
WHEREAS, the intersectional nature of tuition-cost barriers deepens historical and institutionalized racial 10 
disparities, which will only continue to perpetuate these divides in the future; and  11 
 
WHEREAS, a bachelor’s degree is increasingly a minimum requirement for higher-level jobs in today’s 12 
workforce; and  13 
 
WHEREAS, graduates nationally hold over $1.7 trillion in student loan, of which over $44 billion is held by 14 
North Carolinians; and  15 
 
WHEREAS, women, specifically African-American women, carry a disproportionately large burden of student 16 
debt, holding over $900 billion of debt; now, therefore, be it 17 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the United States Congress to 18 
substantially increase allocated federal funds to reduce higher education costs to students; 19 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 20 
pass legislation to tie North Carolina public colleges and universities’ tuition to inflation and keep tuition costs 21 
low or free for all students while maintaining full funding for those institutions; 22 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 23 
pass legislation to make all North Carolina community colleges tuition free; and  24 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the United States 25 
Congress, the President of the United States, and the North Carolina General Assembly 26 
and Governor to enact immediate student debt relief measures and provisions to limit future student debt.  27 
 
15. A RESOLUTION TO INVEST IN EDUCATION TO MEET LEANDRO RULINGS  28 
WHEREAS, throughout history, North Carolina leaders recognized that a strong public education system 29 
served both the economic and the social progress of the state; and  30 
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WHEREAS, North Carolina was recognized during the 1980s and 1990s as an example of how state 31 
policymakers could lift a state from the bottom of the state rankings by making strong investments, and North 32 
Carolina became a model extensively studied by the National Education Goals Panel when its efforts resulted 33 
in sharp increases in student performance, posting the largest student achievement gains of any state in 34 
mathematics, and realizing substantial progress in reading, becoming the first southern state to score above 35 
the national average in fourth grade reading and math; and  36 
 
WHEREAS, legislative cuts over the last few years, have eliminated or greatly reduced many of the programs 37 
that were put in place and have undermined the quality and equity gains that were previously made, and 38 
declines in achievement have occurred since 2013 in mathematics and reading on the National Assessment of 39 
Educational Progress (NAEP), and achievement gaps have widened; and  40 
 
WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of North Carolina affirmed in the Leandro v. the State of North Carolina 41 
decision in 1997 that the state has a constitutional responsibility to provide every student with an equal 42 
opportunity for a sound basic education and that the state was failing to meet that responsibility; and  43 
 
WHEREAS, the Supreme Court ruled in 2004 that North Carolina’s constitutional obligation to provide a sound 44 
basic education requires competent and well-trained teachers and principals, as well as equitable access to 45 
sufficient resources; and  46 
 
WHEREAS, in 2018, Judge David Lee, who oversees North Carolina’s compliance with Leandro, ordered 47 
WestEd, an independent, nonparty consultant to develop detailed, comprehensive, written recommendations 48 
for specific actions necessary to achieve sustained compliance with the constitutional mandates articulated in 49 
the Leandro case; and  50 
 
WHEREAS, on December 10th, 2019, WestEd released their findings and a sequenced action plan to meet the 51 
State’s constitutional obligation; and  52 
 
WHEREAS, in September 2020, Judge David Lee signed a consent order calling for $427 million in additional 53 
education spending to help the state meet its constitutional obligation to provide all children with the 54 
opportunity to obtain a sound basic education. More than half — $235 million — of the recommended $427 55 
million in additional spending would be earmarked for teacher pay raises, and $144.8 million would be spent 56 
to revise the state’s school funding formula to direct more money to students with the greatest needs; and  57 
 
WHEREAS, from the late 1940s through the turn of the century, North Carolina voters approved state 58 
obligation bonds on average every 10 years when it became apparent that local resources could not keep pace 59 
with growing facility needs, and it has been 25 years (1996) since the state of North Carolina last issued a 60 
significant infusion of funding for school construction ($1.8 billion school bond issue in 1996, which in today’s 61 
dollars would be worth more than $2.9 billion); and  62 
 
WHEREAS, counties in North Carolina have attempted to provide funds to address the gap left by inadequate 63 
school funding at the state level, at times to the detriment of other important social programs, and many 64 
counties lack the resources to properly fill that gap; now, therefore, be it 65 
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RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party affirms that North Carolina has a Constitutional duty to 66 
provide a sound basic education to every child; 67 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party explicitly recognizes the authority of the 68 
State’s Courts to issue orders directing all branches of the State’s government to comply with that 69 
Constitutional responsibility; 70 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls all elected officials, and particularly the 71 
Governor and the members of the North Carolina General Assembly to introduce and negotiate passage of 72 
legislation that will fund the action plan outlined by WestEd and endorsed by Judge David Lee to provide a 73 
sound basic education for students in the state of North Carolina; and  74 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina 75 
General Assembly to refer a bond measure to the ballot which provides a minimum of $2.9 billion for school 76 
construction.  77 
 
16. A RESOLUTION ON THE SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL  78 
WHEREAS, the safe return of students to school is essential to the economic recovery of our communities 79 
from the COVID-19 pandemic; now, therefore, be it 80 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 81 
fund and fully support the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), physical enhancements and ongoing 82 
operational costs required to provide a high level of safety for our students, staff and visitors to conduct in 83 
person learning to those families who want it, and to not require in-person attendance in order to receive an 84 
equitable virtual learning experience. 85 
 
17. A RESOLUTION ON SUPPORTING BEST PRACTICES FOR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES AND INCREASING 86 
SUPPORT STAFF IN NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  87 
WHEREAS, evidence-based research shows that a student’s academic achievements cannot be separated from 88 
his/her/their mental health and social emotional learning; and 89 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina students have suffered from stress, anxiety, emotional and, perhaps, physical 90 
trauma during the stay-at-home and virtual learning mandates due to the covid 19 pandemic; and  91 
 
WHEREAS, NC schools are below the national average in providing pre-K and K through 12 students with social 92 
workers, psychologists, counselors, nurses, and nutritionists; and 93 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina students are returning to our public-school classrooms, many suffering from 94 
increased emotional and physical trauma; now, therefore, be it 95 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NC Democratic Party to support 96 
national best practices for professional resources in K-12 schools and support providing effective services of 97 
social workers, psychologists, counselors, nurses, and nutritionists in each school; and 98 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina 99 
General Assembly to provide funding to increase support staff such as guidance counselors, nurses, and social 100 
workers in public schools to help ameliorate the detrimental effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  101 
 
18. A RESOLUTION ON FIGHTING COVID-19 BY FULLY FUNDING SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE  102 
WHEREAS, the Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the need to correct the pre-existing deficit in maintenance 103 
and operation funding of county school systems; and  104 
 
WHEREAS, the SARS-CoV-2 virus is airborne. While vaccines offer hope, knowledge is incomplete regarding 105 
their efficacy over time, and against current and potential variants. Therefore, in order to keep teachers, 106 
students and community members safer, a layered risk reduction approach is critical. This includes proper 107 
ventilation and/or filtration of shared indoor spaces in schools; and  108 
 
WHEREAS, it can be challenging or impossible to achieve reasonable distancing and air cleanliness in the 109 
absence of proper funding; and  110 
 
WHEREAS, some of the same mitigations that can help keep students and teachers safer from this virus can 111 
also help keep them safer from other dangerous indoor pollutants such as volatile organic compounds; and 112 
 
WHEREAS, the need for appropriate ventilation and filtration of shared indoor spaces will still be critical for 113 
health and learning after the threat from Covid-19 may be reduced; and  114 
 
WHEREAS, NC statute mandates that the state funds school salaries and programs, and the counties fund 115 
infrastructure. However, the NC General Assembly has underfunded salaries for school teachers and staff. This 116 
has placed pressure on county budgets to supplement the state’s funding resulting in underfunding 117 
infrastructure maintenance; now, therefore, be it 118 
 
RESOLVED, the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the goal of funding for maintenance and 119 
operation of school facilities throughout North Carolina at the level of the national industry standard; 120 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the NC General Assembly to adequately 121 
fund teacher and staff salaries so that NC County Boards of Commissioners can provide steady ongoing 122 
funding for infrastructure maintenance; and  123 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports that, if funds may 124 
come available from the United States federal government and if those funds could properly be apportioned 125 
toward the goal of maintenance and operation of statewide school facilities at the level of the national 126 
industry standard, a reasonable amount should be so apportioned.  127 
 
19. A RESOLUTION TO FUND UNIVERSAL, QUALITY, EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  128 
WHEREAS, the neuroscience of early child brain development, established over decades of research in 129 
neuroimaging and behavioral investigation, informs us of the critical time period of birth to five years for 130 
learning and setting the foundation for a prosperous and sustainable society; and  131 
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WHEREAS, the neuroscience of early child brain development also indicates that most neural connections for 132 
language, learning, and higher cognitive function are formed within the first 24 months of life and early 133 
experiences determine whether the circuits are strong or weak; and  134 
 
WHEREAS, in the absence of strong responses during early childhood the brain’s architecture does not form as 135 
expected, which can lead to disparities in learning, disabilities and behavior problems; and  136 
 
WHEREAS, Numerous organizations including the NC League of Women Voters, the NC Coalition for Early 137 
Education Coalition, The Think Babies™ NC Alliance believe that “policies, programs, and funding should 138 
ensure healthy beginnings, support families with young children, and make high-quality early care and 139 
learning environments more accessible and affordable to all parents who want and need them, ensuring 140 
strong development for North Carolina’s infants and toddlers in their earliest years, will prepare our babies to 141 
grow, learn and succeed – and help our communities, workforce and economy become stronger”; and  142 
 
WHEREAS, Research by Nobel Prize-winning economist James Heckman showed that every $1 invested in high 143 
quality early childhood programs can yield returns between $4 and $16 by increasing personal income, 144 
economic development, and societal benefits; now therefore be it  145 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina General Assembly 146 
to prioritize long-term funding for universal, quality, early childhood education from Birth to 5 years through 147 
investing in early childhood priorities established by the Leandro court case and state action plan, including 148 
expansion of SmartStart and NC Pre-K programs, early learning salary supplements for the early childhood 149 
workforce; and strengthening the NC Infant Toddler Early Intervention Program. 150 
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IV. ELECTIONS AND VOTING RIGHTS 1 
 
20. A RESOLUTION TO PROTECT AND EXPAND VOTING RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 2 
WHEREAS, the right to vote is essential to the health of American democracy; and  3 
 
WHEREAS, despite record turnout in the 2020 General Election, less than 67% of eligible voters cast a ballot; 4 
and  5 
 
WHEREAS, the United States of America possess a deeply troubled history of voter suppression directly linked 6 
to racial discrimination; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, voting restrictions can affect all Americans, but disproportionately affect African American voters 8 
and other voters of color; and  9 
 
WHEREAS, the Voting Rights Act, enacted in 1965, has been widely recognized as the most effective piece of 10 
civil rights legislation in the history of the United States of America, specifically for its protections of minority 11 
voting rights at state and local levels; and  12 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013 the U.S. Supreme Court, in the landmark case Shelby County v. Holder, controversially 13 
invalidated critical provisions of the Voting Rights Act, specifically those which required federal preclearance 14 
of any changes to voting laws or practices in jurisdictions with a history of racial voter disenfranchisement, 15 
including North Carolina; and 16 
 
WHEREAS, within months of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Shelby County v. Holder, states with a 17 
documented history of racially motivated voter suppression began to implement new voting restrictions; and 18 
 
WHEREAS, in the months since the 2020 General Election, state legislators in at least 43 states have 19 
introduced more than 250 bills aimed at further restricting voting rights through various means, including: the 20 
elimination of polling sites in minority communities, purges of voter registration rolls, the imposition of voter 21 
photo identification requirements, and restrictions on opportunities to vote early, either in-person or by-mail; 22 
and 23 
 
WHEREAS, Democratic members of the U.S. Congress continue to endeavor to reinstate the full protections of 24 
the Voting Rights Act through support of H.R. 1 of the 117th U.S. Congress, known as the For the People Act of 25 
2021, and H.R. 4 of the 116th U.S. Congress, known as the Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2019 or 26 
commonly referred to as the John Lewis Voting Rights Act; and 27 
 
WHEREAS, H.R. 4 of the 116th U.S. Congress, known as the Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2019 or 28 
commonly referred to as the John Lewis Voting Rights Act, would, among other actions, update and the Voting 29 
Rights Act formula that determines which jurisdictions hold a history of racial voter disenfranchisement and 30 
reinstate the federal preclearance requirement of any changes to voting laws or practices within those 31 
jurisdictions, require that state officials publicly announce any changes to voting laws or practices at least 180 32 
days before an election, expand the federal government’s authority to send observers to any jurisdiction 33 
where there may be a substantial risk of voter disenfranchisement; and 34 
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WHEREAS, voting is a basic democratic right that should be protected, promoted, and practiced; now, 35 
therefore, be it  36 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the U.S. Congress to prioritize adoption 37 
of H.R. 1 of the 117th U.S. Congress, known as the For the People Act of 2021, H.R. 4 of the 116th U.S. Congress, 38 
known as the Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2019 or commonly referred to as the John Lewis Voting Rights 39 
Act, or similar legislation to protect Americans from voter suppression and further promote and strengthen 40 
access to the franchise. 41 
 
21. A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO VOTER SUPPRESSION LAWS 42 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America provides each citizen with certain basic rights, 43 
including the right to vote; and 44 
 
WHEREAS, the state of Georgia, recently set an abhorrent example for some of the most regressive and 45 
suppressive changes to its voting laws or practices since reconstruction; now, therefore, be it 46 
 
RESOLVED, the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends the boycott of corporations that do 47 
not openly and publicly denounce recent regressive and suppressive changes to the voting laws of the state of 48 
Georgia and, further, the withdrawal of financial support to any politician or political party that supports such 49 
laws. 50 
 
22. A RESOLUTION ON REDISTRICTING REFORM 51 
WHEREAS, every eligible voter should have a meaningful voice in the selection of their representatives in 52 
government; and 53 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina’s congressional districts and state legislative districts are redrawn at least once 54 
every ten years, following publication of Decennial Census of Population and Housing data by the U.S. Census 55 
Bureau; and   56 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina’s congressional districts and state legislative districts have been traditionally drawn 57 
by leaders of the majority party of the North Carolina General Assembly, with little input from the minority 58 
party, the public, or sufficient safeguards to ensure districts fairly represent the will of voters; and  59 
 
WHEREAS, a non-partisan redistricting process could promote greater public confidence in our political system 60 
and make the North Carolina General Assembly and North Carolina’s congressional delegation more 61 
representative of North Carolina; and   62 
 
WHEREAS, the practice of drawing electoral districts to maximize partisan advantage, known as 63 
gerrymandering, is antithetical to democracy and critically diminishes the voting power of historically 64 
marginalized communities; and 65 
 
WHEREAS, the continued practice of partisan gerrymandering functions to entrench majority party control of 66 
North Carolina’s congressional delegation and its state legislature, despite the will of voters; and 67 
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WHEREAS, partisan gerrymandering has resulted in expensive, drawn-out legal challenges in state and federal 68 
courts; and  69 
 
WHEREAS, in 2019 a panel of North Carolina Superior Court, in the landmark case Common Cause v. Lewis, 70 
ruled that partisan gerrymandering, like racial gerrymandering, violates the North Carolina State Constitution; 71 
and 72 
 
WHEREAS, the Republican-led North Carolina General Assembly is set to control the next round of redistricting 73 
in 2021; and 74 
 
WHEREAS, due to an increase in population relative to other states, North Carolina is set to gain an additional 75 
seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, increasing North Carolina’s congressional delegation from 13 to 14 76 
members; and  77 
 
WHEREAS, population growth in North Carolina’s Democratic-leaning urban areas is expected to outpace 78 
growth in its Republican-leaning rural areas for the foreseeable future; and 79 
 
WHEREAS, Governor Roy Cooper is not empowered with the authority to veto the North Carolina General 80 
Assembly’s redistricting plans; and 81 
 
WHEREAS, H.R. 1 of the 117th U.S. Congress, known as the For the People Act of 2021, would enhance the 82 
ability of voters to challenge racially or politically discriminatory electoral district maps in court, require 83 
meaningful transparency in the redistricting process, and mandate the use of independent commissions to 84 
draw electoral district maps; and 85 
 
WHEREAS, House Bill 437 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session, known as the Fair Maps 86 
Act, proposes an amendment to the North Carolina State Constitution to establish an independent 87 
redistricting commission consisting of an equal number of Republicans, Democrats, and Unaffiliated voters 88 
tasked with drawing electoral maps that protect communities and are free from political influence; and 89 
 
WHEREAS, a majority of North Carolinians favor a nonpartisan redistricting process; now, therefore, be it 90 
 91 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional Democratic Party urges the U.S. Congress to prioritize adoption of H.R. 1 92 
of the 117th U.S. Congress, known as the For the People Act of 2021, to protect the state of North Carolina 93 
from another decade of partisan gerrymandering; 94 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party requests that the Chair of the North Carolina 95 
Democratic Party send copies of this resolution to Democratic members of the North Carolina General 96 
Assembly and Congressman David Price; 97 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 98 
adopt House Bill 437 of its 2021-2022 Session, known as the Fair Maps Act; and 99 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges North Carolinians to 100 
advocate for fair electoral district maps by petitioning their state legislators, attending public hearings and 101 
community forums, supporting voting rights groups, and supporting the election of Democratic candidates for 102 
the North Carolina Court of Appeals and the North Carolina Supreme Court. 103 
 
23. A RESOLUTION ON VOTER REGISTRATION BY STATE AGENCIES 104 
WHEREAS, state agencies offering SNAP, TANF, Medicaid, and other government benefits are legally required 105 
to assist their clients in registering to vote under the National Voter Registration Act; now, therefore, be it  106 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the U.S. Department of Justice to 107 
prioritize investigations concerning state compliance of the National Voter Registration Act, specifically as it 108 
relates to voter registration assistance provided by state public assistance agencies. 109 
 
24. A RESOLUTION TO REMOVE IMPEDEMENTS TO VOTE BY MAIL 110 
WHEREAS, voting by mail for some or all voters has been used by a majority of states for many years; and 111 
 
WHEREAS, voting by mail facilitates the exercise of voting rights and promotes democracy and the general 112 
welfare; and 113 
 
WHEREAS, the election of 2020 demonstrated that voting by mail can be accomplished securely; now, 114 
therefore, be it 115 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 116 
reduce impediments to voting absentee by-mail, specifically those relating to absentee ballot witness 117 
requirements. 118 
 
25. A RESOLUTION FOR THE DIVERSIFICATION AND EXPANSION OF OUTREACH TO THE 119 
HISPANIC/LATINO/LATINX ELECTORATE OF WAKE COUNTY  120 
WHEREAS, the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party believes in the inclusion and participation of the 121 
Hispanic/Latino/Latinx communities in the Democratic Party; and  122 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party Plan of Organization commits to developing and maintaining a 123 
party open to all ethnic communities; and 124 
 
WHEREAS, the Hispanic/Latino/Latinx electorate of North Carolina is not monolithic and is made up of citizens 125 
from diverse backgrounds, cultures, U.S. territories and countries; and 126 
 
WHEREAS, 23% of registered Hispanic/Latino/Latinx voters in North Carolina cast a ballot in the 2020 General 127 
Election, more than three times the voter turnout rate for the 2016 General Election; and 128 
 
WHEREAS, an increasing number of Hispanic/Latino/Latinx North Carolinians under the age of 18 are US 129 
citizens; and 130 
 
WHEREAS, culturally inclusive community outreach will promote broader engagement with young 131 
Hispanic/Latino/Latinx North Carolinians;  132 
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WHEREAS, in Wake County, only 13% of the self-reported Hispanic/Latino/Latinx electorate are registered as 133 
Republican; and 134 
 
WHEREAS, proactive recruitment and support of Hispanic/Latino/Latinx candidates will expand the voice of 135 
the Hispanic/Latino/Latinx community and further broaden the appeal of the North Carolina Democratic Party 136 
within the Hispanic/Latino/Latinx community; and 137 
 
WHEREAS, Hispanic/Latino/Latinx voters comprised 6% of the 2020 General Election electorate in North 138 
Carolina; now, therefore, be it 139 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party will endeavor to develop culturally inclusive 140 
materials and strategies for outreach to the Hispanic/Latino/Latinx community; 141 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party will encourage elected Democratic public 142 
officials to engage with the Hispanic/Latino/Latinx community through direct outreach; 143 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party will consider options to identify candidates at 144 
the local, state, and federal level that represent the demographics of the district; and 145 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina 146 
Democratic Party to proactively address issues to better engage with the increasingly politically powerful 147 
Hispanic/Latino/Latinx communities within North Carolina. 148 
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V. ENVIRONMENT 1 
 
26. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ENACTMENT OF A CARBON TAX AND DIVIDEND  2 
WHEREAS, the United States has re-joined the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement that seeks to limit global 3 
temperature increases to no more than two degrees Celsius (and preferably 1.5 degrees Celsius) by 2100; and  4 
 
WHEREAS, there is a scientific consensus that carbon emissions are contributing to global temperature 5 
increases and that reduction of carbon emissions will be essential to meeting the Paris Climate Agreement 6 
goals; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, the United States is the second-greatest contributor, after China, to world carbon emissions; and  8 
 
WHEREAS, the European Union has already taken concrete measures to reduce carbon emissions by setting a 9 
price on carbon; and  10 
 
WHEREAS, there is a consensus among economists that a carbon tax is the most equitable and efficient way to 11 
reduce carbon emissions through raising the cost of such emissions and rebating the revenue generated by 12 
the tax to all U.S. citizens, thus minimizing any regressive impact on lower-income citizens; now, therefore, be 13 
it 14 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party supports the adoption of a federal carbon tax that raises 15 
the cost of carbon emissions and rebates the revenues of the tax to all American citizens.  16 
 
27. A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE RESOLUTION OF THE WAKE AND DURHAM LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIONS 17 
TO PROTECT WILLIAM B. UMSTEAD STATE PARK  18 
WHEREAS, the 2018 Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) Federal Reauthorization Act excluded the development 19 
of non-aviation land by airports from environmental regulatory review by the FAA under section 163(a-d). This 20 
exemption enables development that adversely impacts the safety of people or property on the ground 21 
adjacent to the airport as a result of non-aeronautical land development by RDU Airport; and 22 
 
WHEREAS, the Wake and Durham Joint Legislative Delegations have adopted the resolution included here by 23 
reference:  24 
 

WHEREAS, Raleigh Durham International Airport, Research Triangle Park, Universities, State 25 
Government, and recreational opportunities including William B. Umstead, Eno River, and Falls Lake 26 
State Parks, along with County and Municipal Parks, are recognized community amenities and 27 
economic drivers for our area which are unique and collectively contribute to our success. Proposed 28 
activities, both public and private, that impact any of these economic drivers must be thoroughly 29 
evaluated for long term harmful effects; and  30 

 
WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Alliance (RTA) Preliminary Task Force Findings and 31 
Recommendations, dated January 17, 2020, on RDU Airport Infrastructure Development (AID) Task 32 
Force, Airport Land Use Recommendations included: “The situation surrounding RDU’s lands and 33 
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adjacent Umstead State Park has been a costly distraction RDU should revisit entire 2040 master plan 34 
given the reality of an adjacent beloved state park”; and  35 

 
WHEREAS, Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority (RDUAA) is proposing the installation of between 8 and 36 
18 miles of high security fencing and associated clearing, at great initial and long term expense during a 37 
time of severely diminished air travel and the associated reduced revenue, for the stated purpose of 38 
“To provide enhanced security of airport property, and prevent trespassers from entering airport 39 
property who are causing environmental damage to many riparian buffers”; and  40 

 
WHEREAS, NC State Parks, in a letter from Reid Wilson dated January 15, 2020, cited the harmful 41 
public and environmental impact to Umstead, wildlife, and severing popular trail from the proposed 42 
RDUAA fence. NC Parks offered RDU a low cost solution to address RDU’s concerns about trespassing, 43 
including additional Park’s Law Enforcement staff to conduct regular patrols of these tracts far 44 
removed from airport operations. To date, RDU has offered no response or signaled any willingness to 45 
consider other options; and  46 

 
WHEREAS, Wake Stone Corporation has applied to the NC Department of Environmental Quality for a 47 
modification of their existing Mining Permit, to decrease the protective buffers on their existing quarry 48 
site; expand their quarry to 105 acres on the opposite bank of Crabtree Creek; to allow removal of 49 
trees, vegetation, soil, and overburden; to allow a new aggregate mining pit on public property directly 50 
adjacent to Umstead State Park, managed by RDU Airport Authority, hereafter referred to as the Odd 51 
Fellows Tract; and 52 

 
WHEREAS, the mining permit for the current Wake Stone Triangle Quarry on private property was 53 
denied in 1980 due to the negative environmental and public health impact to Umstead State Park. 54 
Wake Stone agreed to mitigating conditions including undisturbed buffers, and a 50-year Sunset Clause 55 
with an offer to donate the land to the Park. Despite strong objections from State agencies, the Mining 56 
Commission approved Wake Stone’s permit in 1981, believing these conditions of their permit 57 
represented a compromise where the Park would be shielded from quarry operations, and establishing 58 
an end date no later than 2031; and  59 
 
WHEREAS, the language of the Sunset Clause was modified on March 28, 2018 from “...ceasing operation 60 
by 2031 or sooner” to “...ceasing operation by 2031 or later” without notification or public hearing; and  61 

 
WHEREAS, on March 28, 2018 the buffers were further diminished by measuring buffers from the top 62 
of bank as is typically recognized and included in the original permit, to centerline of Crabtree Creek; 63 
and  64 

 
WHEREAS, in the proposed Mining Permit Application, the footprint of the current mining operations is 65 
proposed to increase and buffer protections further diminished; and  66 
 
WHEREAS, the William B. Umstead State Park abuts the Odd Fellows Tract, which NC State Park lists as 67 
a critical acquisition for inclusion into the State Park, along with other non-aviation surplus properties 68 
controlled by RDUAA; and  69 
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WHEREAS, parks and community recreational uses are allowed and considered desirable, according to 70 
FAA Order 5190.6B, making airport property available at less than fair market value rent for public 71 
recreational and other community uses, for the purpose of maintaining positive airport-community 72 
relations. These include instances where the contribution of the airport property enhances public 73 
acceptance of the airport in a community in the immediate area of the airport; the property is put to a 74 
general public use desired by the local community; and the public use does not adversely affect the 75 
capacity, security, safety or operations of the airport. Examples of acceptable uses include public parks, 76 
recreation facilities, and bike or jogging paths. Providing airport land for such purposes will not be 77 
considered a violation of FAA’s self-sustaining requirement; and  78 

 
WHEREAS, the Old Reedy Creek Road recreation corridor is the official US1 Carolina Connection 79 
Bikeway and East Coast Greenway route, and locating an industrial quarry along this segment will 80 
compromise the health and safety of recreational users. Old Reedy Creek Road along the Odd Fellows 81 
Tract consists of an old gravel road bed that lacks erosion control measures, and 82 
the only access point is over a single lane bridge that fails to meet NCDOT minimum design standards 83 
for use by heavy logging and bridge building trucks; and  84 

 
WHEREAS, during these uncertain budgetary conditions, the NC Legislature is concerned the proposed 85 
actions by RDU and Wake Stone will result in public harm, and will carefully scrutinize such actions and 86 
expenditures of recipients of State funding; now, therefore, be it  87 

 
RESOLVED, that we the undersigned call for protection of public and environmental welfare by denial 88 
of Mining Permit No. 92-10 Modification Application, dated April 8, 2020, as such approval would 89 
result in substantially diminished environmental protection for Crabtree Creek, Neuse River Buffer, and 90 
William B. Umstead State Park, and is contrary to the original 50-year Sunset Clause. That further the 91 
promised Triangle Quarry undisturbed buffers be honored for the buffer width and character on the 92 
existing pit be measured from the top of the bank and remaining forest undisturbed and not utilized 93 
for Wake Stone’s operational benefit, AND for the original language, as stated in the original permit 94 
and eight subsequent permit modifications of the 50-year Sunset Clause, be restored. ADDITIONALLY, 95 
RDU should cease its effort to encircle large forested tracts and streams with high security fencing far 96 
removed from airport operations, and cooperate in good faith with NC Parks and other State Agencies 97 
toward common goals of protecting the public health and welfare, and promoting vital economic 98 
drivers so critical to our community.  99 

 
WHEREAS, in 2019, a resolution was adopted by the Wake County Democratic Party and the 2nd Congressional 100 
Democratic Party calling for preservation of the Odd Fellows Tract and adding that tract to Umstead State 101 
Park; now, therefore, be it 102 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party adopts and endorses the Resolution of the 103 
Wake and Durham Legislative Delegations, and  104 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls for the NC representatives 105 
to the U.S. Congress and NC’s US Senators to sponsor legislation to reverse the environmental deregulation 106 
within the 2018 FAA Federal Authorization Act section 163(a-d). 107 
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VI. FOREIGN POLICY 1 
 
28. A RESOLUTION TO REPEAL ARTICLE 6G OF CHAPTER 147 OF THE N.C.G.S., DIVESTMENT FROM 2 
COMPANIES BOYCOTTING ISRAEL 3 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of NAACP v. Claiborne Hardware Co. unanimously affirmed that 4 
boycotts are protected free speech under the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of 5 
America; and 6 
 
WHEREAS, boycotts were an effective non-violent means of protest in the 1960s to oppose segregation and 7 
Jim Crow laws in the United States of America; and 8 
 
WHEREAS, boycotts were an effective non-violent means of protest in the 1980s to pressure South Africa to 9 
end apartheid rule; and 10 
 
WHEREAS, boycotts are a non-violent means of protest to help restore the full human rights of the Palestinian 11 
people as stated in the North Carolina Democratic Party platform; and 12 
 
WHEREAS, Article 6G of Chapter 147 of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled Divestment from 13 
Companies Boycotting Israel, places an undue burden on North Carolina businesses seeking to contract with 14 
North Carolina state government and entities that also participate in constitutionally protected free speech to 15 
restore full human rights of the Palestinian people; and 16 
 
WHEREAS, General Statute § 147-86.80(4) defines a “Restricted company” as a company that appears on the 17 
list of companies that are engaged in a boycott of Israel developed by the State Treasurer under G.S. 147-18 
86.81(a)(1); and 19 
 
WHEREAS, General Statute § 147-86.82, entitled Restrictions on Contracts with the State or Subdivisions of 20 
the State, states: 21 

(a) A company that is identified as a restricted company is ineligible to contract with the State or any 22 
political subdivision of the State;  23 
(b) Any contract entered into with a company that is identified as a restricted company at the time of 24 
contract is void ab initio; 25 
(c) Upon receiving information that a company that was not identified as a restricted company at the 26 
time of contract has later been identified as a restricted company, the State agency shall review the 27 
information and offer the company an opportunity to respond. If the company fails to demonstrate 28 
that the company should not have been identified as a restricted company within 90 days after 29 
notification by the State agency, then the State agency shall take action as may be appropriate and 30 
provided for by law, rule, or contract; 31 
(d) Contracts in existence on October 1, 2017, with restricted companies shall be allowed to expire in 32 
accordance with the terms of the contract; and 33 

 
WHEREAS, Article 6G of Chapter 147 of the North Carolina General Statutes amounts to state imposed speech 34 
on private companies in favor of a foreign country; and 35 
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WHEREAS, similar laws passed by state governments in Kansas, Arizona, Texas and Arkansas have either been 36 
found unconstitutional and/or the enforcement of said laws has been blocked by the courts; and 37 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party platform makes a commitment to “restoring full human rights 38 
for the Palestinian populations”; and 39 
 
WHEREAS, repeal of this unconstitutional law will be essential to achieve those goals; now, therefore, be it 40 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional Democratic Party encourages the North Carolina Democratic Party to 41 
support the repeal of Article 6G of Chapter 147 of the North Carolina General Statutes, Divestment from 42 
Companies Boycotting Israel, (§ 147-86.80 - § 147-86.84) for being an unconstitutional law infringing on the 43 
First Amendment right to free speech. 44 
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VII. GENERAL GOVERNMENT 1 
 
29. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RECOGNITION OF THE JUNETEENTH FREEDOM DAY AS A PAID HOLIDAY 2 
WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the oldest celebration of the emancipation of enslaved African American people, and 3 
is so named for the June 19, 1866 adoption of Black Independence Day in Galveston, Texas; and  4 
 
WHEREAS, Juneteenth celebrates America’s commitment to liberty and equality, consistent with the 5 
Constitution of the United States of America, the Emancipation Proclamation issued by President Abraham 6 
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, and the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America 7 
ratified by the U.S. Congress on December 6, 1865; and  8 
 
WHEREAS, the history of African American people depicts a story of great resilience in the face of the brutality 9 
of slavery and the present day suffering of over 45 million people in forced labor, child labor, and other forms 10 
of human trafficking; and  11 
 
WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates the day freedom was proclaimed to all enslaved people in the 12 
American South by Union General Gordon Granger, on June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas, more than two and 13 
a half years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln; and  14 
 
WHEREAS, the celebration of Juneteenth Freedom Day accentuates the ongoing struggle to recognize the 15 
freedom and dignity of every human being; and  16 
 
WHEREAS, for the first time, in 2015, Juneteenth was finally officially recognized in the United States of 17 
America by President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress; now, therefore, be it 18 
 
RESOLVED: 19 

• that the Democratic Party recognize and proclaim this Resolution to underscore the freedom and 20 
dignity of every human being; 21 

• that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports recognition of Juneteenth Freedom Day 22 
on June 19 of each year and call on cities and counties in North Carolina, the state of North Carolina, 23 
as well as the U.S. Congress to take legislative action to make said day a paid holiday;  24 

• that if June 19 should fall on a Saturday, that the paid Juneteenth holiday should be celebrated on the 25 
preceding Friday and if June 19 should fall on a Sunday, that the holiday should be celebrated on the 26 
following Monday; and 27 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party requests that the Chair of the 28 
North Carolina Democratic Party send copies of this resolution to Democratic members of the North Carolina 29 
General Assembly, Governor Roy Cooper, U.S. senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis, and Congressman David 30 
Price.  31 
 
30. A RESOLUTION TO REQUIRE CANDIDATES FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA TO RUN 32 
ON THE SAME TICKET AS THEIR PARTY’S NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR IN THE GENERAL ELECTION 33 
WHEREAS, partisanship can be toxic and detrimental to legislative progress in North 34 
Carolina; and 35 
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WHEREAS, extreme partisanship can affect the governing partnership between the offices of the Governor of 36 
North Carolina and the Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina, as well as each of their respective relationships 37 
with the North Carolina General Assembly; and 38 
 
WHEREAS, the Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina serves as the President of the North Carolina State 39 
Senate; and 40 
 
WHEREAS, when the offices of Governor of North Carolina and the Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina are 41 
filled by representatives of differing political parties, the policy positions of the Lieutenant Governor of North 42 
Carolina often conflict with the policy positions and objectives of the broader executive branch; and 43 
 
WHEREAS, as North Carolina’s chief executive, the Governor of North Carolina should not be undermined by 44 
persistent ideological conflict within their own administration; and 45 
 
WHEREAS, ideological conflict between the Governor of North Carolina and the Lieutenant Governor of North 46 
Carolina can compromise the public policy agenda set by the Governor of North Carolina and engender 47 
legislative gridlock; and 48 
 
WHEREAS, more than half of the states that comprise the United States of America elect their governor and 49 
lieutenant governor jointly, with voters casting one vote for both candidates; now, therefore, be it 50 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports efforts to amend the North Carolina 51 
State Constitution and modify applicable statutes to jointly elect the Governor of North Carolina and 52 
Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina. 53 
 
31. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 403, THE TRANSPARENCY IN CORPORATE POLITICAL SPENDING ACT 54 
WHEREAS, H.R. 403 of the 117th U.S. Congress, known as the Transparency in Corporate Political Spending Act, 55 
would provide an avenue for the federal government to require disclosure of political spending by publicly-56 
traded companies; and 57 
 
WHEREAS, in 2010 the U.S. Supreme Court, in the landmark case Citizens United v. FEC, controversially 58 
invalidated long standing campaign finance regulations and effectively enabled companies and other special 59 
interest groups to spend unlimited funds to influence elections through independent expenditure-only 60 
political action committees, often referred to as super PACs; and 61 
 
WHEREAS, super PACs are required to report their donors to the U.S. Federal Election Commission on a semi-62 
regular basis, but super PACs are often at least partially funded through a network of politically active non-63 
profit organizations, specifically 501(c)(6) trade associations and 501(c)(4) social welfare organizations, that 64 
are generally under no legal obligation to disclose their donors; and 65 
 
WHEREAS, the tiered structure through which politically active non-profit organizations contribute to super 66 
PACs complicates efforts to determine the original source of super PAC funding; and 67 
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WHEREAS, as reported by GovTrack, 2,276 super PACs spent over $2.1 billion dollars to support candidates in 68 
state and federal elections in 2020; and 69 
 
WHEREAS, an election system that is skewed heavily towards wealthy donors and powerful special interests 70 
can preserve and perpetuate existing societal issues, including systemic racial bias and wealth inequality; and 71 
 
WHEREAS, the American people should have access to a full accounting of the political expenditures of 72 
publicly-traded companies; and 73 
 
WHEREAS, the persistence of insufficient campaign finance disclosure requirements undermines public faith in 74 
the American political system and may threaten the confidence of those who invest in publicly-traded 75 
companies; and 76 
 
WHEREAS, insufficient campaign finance disclosure requirements can also present opportunities for 77 
corruption and further heighten the vulnerability of American elections to foreign interference; now, 78 
therefore, be it 79 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports increased public oversight of 80 
publicly-traded companies to provide greater transparency on their spending on environmental, social, and 81 
governance issues and political advocacy;  82 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports H.R. 403 of the 117th U.S. Congress, 83 
known as the Transparency in Corporate Political Spending Act, which would provide a means for increased 84 
oversight of publicly-traded companies, non-profit organizations, and individual donors, as well as the 85 
adoption of a rule by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission to require publicly-traded companies to 86 
disclose their political spending;  87 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports publicly-funded elections to dissuade 88 
candidates from relying upon support from special interests and, instead, promote accountability to the 89 
communities they seek to represent; and 90 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports efforts to 91 
counterbalance the Citizens United decision, as recently proposed through H.R. 1 of the 117th Congress, known 92 
as the For the People Act of 2021. 93 
 
32. A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A COMMISSION TO PROTECT CONSUMER PRIVACY RIGHTS AND DATA 94 
SECURITY 95 
WHEREAS, information technology companies frequently harvest and distribute information on consumers 96 
without obtaining informed consent; and 97 
 
WHEREAS, individual internet users lack both the authority and the know-how to protect their personal user 98 
data; and 99 
 
WHEREAS, the extraction of personal internet user data by information technology companies generates 100 
information asymmetry in markets that perpetuates economic inequality; and 101 
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WHEREAS, the dominance of large data companies precludes competition in the marketplace and, 102 
consequently, prevents market forces from properly valuing individual internet user data and protecting 103 
against abuse; and  104 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina General Assembly 105 
to establish a commission to review predatory data collection techniques that violate the consumer’s 106 
informed consent; and 107 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina 108 
General Assembly to adopt legislation that limits the sale of individual consumer information without the 109 
consumer’s express consent. 110 
 
33. A RESOLUTION TO LOWER THE PROJECT AMOUNT MINIMUM FOR NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL 111 
CONTRACTORS LICENSING 112 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors, N.C.G.S. 87-1 defines a general 113 
contractor as a person, firm or corporation who manages or oversees construction projects where the cost of 114 
the project is $30,000.00 or greater; and 115 
 
WHEREAS, the State General Contractors License is not required if a project is under $30,000; and 116 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina does not have a mandatory bonding requirement for licensed or unlicensed general 117 
contractors; and 118 
 
WHEREAS, when applying for a license or annual renewal of a license from the North Carolina Licensing Board 119 
for General Contractors, applicants generally must submit proof of a surety bond that meets state regulatory 120 
requirements; and 121 
 
WHEREAS, because many consumers/homeowners have work completed on their property/homes for 122 
amounts totaling less than $30,000 and many contractors advertising services for such work are not licensed, 123 
consumers are left vulnerable and without recourse if the work performed by an unlicensed contractor is 124 
unsatisfactory, incomplete, or in violation of code requirements; now, therefore, be it 125 
 
RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party shall advocate for changes in the licensing statutes for general 126 
contractors to reduce the jurisdictional floor requiring work to be performed by licensed general contractors 127 
to $2,000, and that licensed contractors be required to be bonded for work performed. 128 
 
34. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE REINTRODUCTION OF THE POSTAL BANKING ACT 129 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service is provided to the people by the federal government by Act of U.S. 130 
Congress, is authorized by the Constitution of the United States of America, and is supported by the people; 131 
and 132 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service maintains office locations in every county across North Carolina; 133 
and 134 
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WHEREAS, existing United States Postal Service office locations provide the physical infrastructure to expand 135 
services to include accessible, low-cost banking services; and 136 
 
WHEREAS, 93% of retail bank branch closings since 2008 have been in neighborhoods with a median income 137 
below the national average; and 138 
 
WHEREAS, rural households in North Carolina are less likely to have home internet access, which can provide 139 
an alternative to in-person banking services as retail banks largely abandon rural areas; and 140 
 
WHEREAS, recent estimates suggest that one in four households is at least partially underserved by retail 141 
banks and that one in 13 households is without a bank account; and 142 
 
WHEREAS, traditional retail banking services are increasingly expensive, with minimum account balance 143 
requirements that are beyond the means of many underserved populations; and 144 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service already offers a variety of financial services, including money 145 
orders and cashing treasury checks; and 146 
 
WHEREAS, expanding the kinds of financial services provided by the United States Postal Service could help 147 
underserved populations, specifically minority communities and those residing in rural areas; and 148 
 
WHEREAS, the average underserved household has been estimated to spend over $2,000.00 annually in 149 
service fees and interest paid to predatory alternative financial service providers, including check cashers, 150 
pawnshops, and payday lenders; and 151 
 
WHEREAS, expanding low-cost alternatives to retail bank services could help address racial and wealth 152 
inequality; now, therefore, be it 153 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional Democratic Party urges the North Carolina Democratic Party to 154 
recognize how banking services provided by the United States Postal Service could support underserved 155 
communities throughout North Carolina, specifically consumer-driven financial services including bill payment, 156 
savings accounts, and small-dollar loans; and 157 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the reintroduction of the 158 
Postal Banking Act, as most recently introduced as S. 4614 of the 116th U.S. Congress, which would amend 159 
Title 39 of the United States Code to authorize the United States Postal Service to provide expanded financial 160 
services. 161 
 
35. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 162 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service provides essential services to residents of the United States of 163 
America; and  164 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service provides services to low-income and rural areas that otherwise 165 
would not receive service from the private sector; and  166 
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WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party supports equal access to public services; and 167 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service continues to face concerted efforts to privatize or otherwise 168 
hinder its functions and its financial solvency; and  169 
 
WHEREAS, the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act, enacted by the 109th U.S. Congress in 2006, has 170 
greatly hindered the capacity of the United States Postal Service to execute its core functions through the 171 
imposition of unreasonable requirements, including 50+ years pre-funding of retirement benefits; now, 172 
therefore, be it 173 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party stands in support of the United States Postal 174 
Service; and 175 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports efforts to unburden 176 
the United States Postal Service from the unreasonable retirement funding requirements imposed through the 177 
Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act. 178 
 
36. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR INDEPENDENT JOURNALISM IN NORTH CAROLINA 179 
WHEREAS, the watchdog function of journalists is vital for the healthy functioning of our democracy; and 180 
 
WHEREAS, the demise of news coverage in our rural, small town, and suburban areas erodes public awareness 181 
of the actions of public officials; and 182 
 
WHEREAS, local investigative journalism can uncover corruption and examine public policy decisions, including 183 
the expenditure of public tax dollars; and 184 
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Federal Communications Commission fairness doctrine, first introduced in 1949, required 185 
broadcasters to both present controversial issues of public importance and to do so in a manner that was 186 
honest, equitable, and balanced; and 187 
 
WHEREAS, in the years since the repeal of U.S. Federal Communications Commission fairness doctrine in 1987, 188 
journalism has become increasingly partisan and subject to misinformation; now, therefore, be it 189 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports appropriation of public funding, at 190 
both the state and national level, to support independent, nonpartisan, in-depth, investigative local news as 191 
an essential public service;  192 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party believes that local news coverage should be 193 
treated as an essential public service, rather than as a marketplace commodity; 194 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls upon the North Carolina General 195 
Assembly to, in cooperation with interested charitable foundations, establish an independent endowment to 196 
support local news organizations and collaborations across North Carolina, in adherence with the Society of 197 
Professional Journalists Code of Ethics; and 198 
 



  
2021 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  I              
RESOLUTIONS REPORT, SECTION VII: GENERAL GOVERNMENT 34 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports restoration of the 199 
U.S. Federal Communications Commission fairness doctrine. 200 
 
37. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR RATIFICATION OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT  201 
WHEREAS, women, who constitute over 51% of the population of North Carolina, play an essential and 202 
irreplaceable role in society; and 203 
 
WHEREAS, women continue to confront workplace discrimination, wage inequities, health care inequities, 204 
higher rates of rape and domestic violence assault, political underrepresentation, and other forms of sex-205 
based discrimination; and 206 
 
WHEREAS, state and federal anti-discrimination laws are not uniform or comprehensive, and can be repealed, 207 
amended, or ineffectively applied by the courts; and 208 
 
WHEREAS, the federal Equal Rights Amendment, proposed in 1923 and adopted by the U.S. Congress in 1972, 209 
has now met the constitutional requirement for ratification by 38 states with the approval of Nevada in 2017, 210 
Illinois in 2018, and Virginia in 2020; and  211 
 
WHEREAS, publication and certification of the Equal Rights Amendment by the Archivist of the United States 212 
has been indefinitely delayed due to a controversial opinion issued by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office 213 
of Legal Counsel, under the direction of now-former U.S. Attorney General Bill Barr, which erroneously claims 214 
that the amendment cannot be certified because only 35 states ratified prior to the expiration of an extra-215 
constitutional deadline not previously stipulated to within the text of the amendment; and 216 
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives adopted H.J.R. 17 of the 117th U.S. Congress a bipartisan 217 
proposal to eliminate the extra-constitutional deadline for ratification of the amendment by the states; and 218 
 
WHEREAS, S.J.R. 1 of the 117th U.S. Congress, the U.S. Senate counterpart of H.J.R. 17 of the 117th U.S. 219 
Congress, a proposal to eliminate the extra-constitutional deadline for ratification of the amendment by the 220 
states is pending action by the U.S. Senate; and 221 
 
WHEREAS, the Equal Rights Amendment is essential to correcting systemic sex discrimination, since it would 222 
guarantee that “Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any 223 
state on account of sex”; and 224 
 
WHEREAS, Equal Rights Amendment ratification bills were introduced in the North Carolina General Assembly 225 
in 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021; now, therefore, be it 226 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 227 
adopt legislation to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment and join the growing list of states that support a 228 
constitutional guarantee of equal rights to all citizens, without regard to their sex;  229 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the U.S. Senate to join the U.S. House of 230 
Representatives in supporting the validity of certification of the Equal Rights Amendment by the Archivist of 231 
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the United States by adopting S.J.R. 1 of the 117th U.S. Congress, the bipartisan proposal to eliminate the 232 
extra-constitutional deadline for ratification of the amendment by the states; and 233 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party commits to advocate for the 234 
ratification and certification of the Equal Rights Amendment to guarantee equal rights under the law to all 235 
citizens without regard to their sex. 236 
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VIII. HEALTHCARE 1 
 
38. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MEDICARE FOR ALL 2 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party Platform states that “everyone is entitled to comprehensive 3 
universal healthcare inclusive of all physical, mental, and behavioral medical care”; opposes the privatization 4 
of Medicare; promotes changes to Medicare that contain costs, ensure quality and choice of health care 5 
providers, prevents arbitrary cancellation of health care providers, and seeks economical, accessible 6 
prescription drug coverage for seniors; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, every person in North Carolina deserves high quality healthcare to live a decent life; and  8 
 
WHEREAS, the number of Americans without health insurance before the COVID-19 pandemic was nearly 30 9 
million and more than 40 million were underinsured, despite the Affordable Care Act; and  10 
 
WHEREAS, the current COVID-19 pandemic has led to record levels of unemployment, loss of employer-11 
sponsored health insurance, a severely strained health care system, and widespread illness and mental health 12 
crises, placing significant stress on individuals, families, and communities; and  13 
 
WHEREAS, millions of people ration healthcare and medications and tens of thousands die each year in the US 14 
as they delay or do not seek needed healthcare because they don’t have the money, making them sicker and 15 
poorer; and  16 
 
WHEREAS, such people are much more likely to develop serious illness if exposed to COVID-19 and face higher 17 
mortality rates from the disease as a result; and  18 
 
WHEREAS, millions of people have private insurance coverage so inadequate that a major illness leads to 19 
financial ruin, with medical bills contributing to two-thirds of all bankruptcies and one-third of GoFundMe 20 
campaigns in the US; and  21 
 
WHEREAS, the ever-increasing costs of healthcare mediated by insurance companies severely challenge 22 
already strapped state, municipal, individual and family budgets; and  23 
 
WHEREAS, many people delay seeking needed health care due to an inability to pay, leading to a sicker and 24 
poorer population in the long run; and  25 
 
WHEREAS, the existing system threatens small businesses that cannot compete with larger companies in 26 
providing affordable health insurance; and  27 
 
WHEREAS, there are over 1 million North Carolinians that are uninsured with health coverage costing the 28 
county $1,615,735 for fiscal year 2020-2021 with annual increases; and 29 
 
WHEREAS, the Medicare for All Act of 2021 (H.R. 1976) would provide national health insurance for every 30 
person in the United States, including every person in North Carolina, for all preventative and necessary 31 
medical care, including doctor office visits and prescription drugs; hospital, surgical and outpatient services; 32 
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emergency services; reproductive care; dental and vision care; and long-term care with no co-pays, 33 
deductibles, or out-of-pocket costs; and  34 
 
WHEREAS, the Medicare for All Act of 2021 would provide freedom and choice to patients by removing 35 
insurance companies and healthcare networks from their relationships with doctors and other healthcare 36 
providers, medical offices, and hospitals, allowing them to get the care they need anywhere in the country; 37 
and  38 
 
WHEREAS, recent polls show that a majority of Americans support a universal single payer system as provided 39 
in the Medicare for All Act of 2021; and  40 
 
WHEREAS, the Medicare for All Act of 2021 would simplify the existing costly bureaucratic system, which is 41 
designed to limit patient choices and stand between patients and the healthcare they need to make as much 42 
money as possible for insurance and hospital companies and their CEOs; and  43 
 
WHEREAS, the universal system proposed in the Medicare for All Act of 2021 is far more affordable than the 44 
current system and would cover the healthcare needs of every person in the U.S. from cradle to death; and  45 
 
WHEREAS, numerous academic studies have concluded that the savings on administrative costs under a 46 
single-payer Medicare for All system would be enough to cover the uninsured and underinsured -- the 47 
problem is lack of will, not lack of money; now, therefore, be it 48 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges Congress to enact emergency legislation 49 
to provide universal, comprehensive health coverage with zero cost-sharing for patients during this crisis; 50 
 
RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Democratic Party includes in the 2021 and 2022 Federal Legislative Agenda 51 
that we support the Medicare for All Act of 2021 (H.R. 1976); and 52 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the North Carolina Democratic Party urge the North Carolina congressional 53 
delegation to advocate for and vote in support of H.R. 1976 - Medicare For All Act of 2021. 54 
 
39. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NCGA HB 188/SB 167: AN ACT TO REMOVE BARRIERS TO GAIN ACCESS 55 
TO ABORTION ACT (RBG ACT)  56 
WHEREAS, all people should have control over their bodies and reproductive health; and Whereas the U.S. 57 
Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade affirmed the right to abortion services; and  58 
 
WHEREAS, over the past 10 years North Carolina has, without medical purpose, made it more difficult to 59 
access abortion services; now, therefore, be it 60 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party wholeheartedly supports passage of HB 61 
188/SB 167 by the North Carolina General Assembly.  62 
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40. A RESOLUTION TO PAY FAMILY CAREGIVERS WHO PROVIDE HOME HEALTH CARE SERVICES  63 
WHEREAS, 2015 was the first year nationally that more money was spent on home care than nursing home 64 
care, a trend that will continue as nursing home care becomes too expensive for many American families; and  65 
 
WHEREAS, about 41 million Americans provide care without pay to a family member, and do so for an average 66 
of 16 hours per week, according to a 2019 study by the AARP Public Policy Institute; and  67 
 
WHEREAS, family caregivers often are forced to take unpaid leave or quit their jobs to care for a family 68 
member, thus losing their paychecks, retirement and pension benefits as well as social security benefits; and  69 
 
WHEREAS, a few programs exist that give stipends/financial aid to family members who care for US military 70 
veterans and eligible Medicaid recipients in some states; however, most Medicaid programs do not permit 71 
spouses and parents of minor children to be paid caregivers; and  72 
 
WHEREAS, Medicare pays nothing for in-home care provided by family members and only pays professional 73 
home health service providers for intermittent skilled nursing, physical and occupational therapy, medical 74 
social services, and home health aide services, leaving the bulk of custodial and personal care to be provided 75 
by family members; and  76 
 
WHEREAS, a number of European countries (e.g., Austria, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, and 77 
Sweden) incorporate cash-for-care schemes within the framework of their Long Term Care plans to give 78 
disabled or elderly people the opportunity to choose among different kinds of care and care providers, and to 79 
allow recipients to compensate and employ family members who provide custodial and personal care; now, 80 
therefore, be it 81 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the United States Congress to create a 82 
cash-for-care plan for disabled Medicare recipients that allows beneficiaries a certain amount of funds based 83 
on their need for care to be spent on securing the necessary care for themselves that is aligned with their 84 
medical, financial, and personal circumstances, including the option to employ family members to provide 85 
custodial and personal care;  86 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 87 
revise its Medicaid rules to allow spouses and parents of minor children to be paid caregivers and make free 88 
caregiver training and certification available through NC’s Community Colleges; and  89 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the United States 90 
Congress to pass a law that guarantees Social Security Credits for workers who have to spend time outside the 91 
workforce to care for dependent children or sick or disabled family members to improve the adequacy of 92 
Social Security benefits, as well as work toward gender equality as it is generally women whose gaps in 93 
workforce participation lead to fewer years of contributions, lower lifetime average earnings, and 94 
consequently lower Social Security payments.  95 
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41. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ADOPTION OF NC MOMNIBUS BILL 96 
WHEREAS, the mortality rate for moms are rising; and  97 
 
WHEREAS, this crisis is most severe for Black Moms, dying 3 to 4 times the rate of other races; and  98 
 
WHEREAS, we recognize the need for important policies such as 12-month postpartum Medicaid coverage, 99 
investments in rural maternal health, the promotion of a diverse perinatal workforce and implementation of 100 
implicit bias trainings; and  101 
 
WHEREAS, the NC Momnibus will help fill the gaps in existing legislation to comprehensively address maternal 102 
health with a strong focus on the Black Maternal Health Crisis in state and federal laws; and  103 
 
WHEREAS, the national and statewide push is to end preventable maternal mortality and close racial and 104 
ethnic disparities in outcomes for all women, their children and all of our communities; and 105 
 
WHEREAS, in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic the reintroduction of the Momnibus Act brings awareness to 106 
Women’s Health and the lack of access to quality healthcare coverage and invest in federal and state 107 
programs to address effects of COVID-19 during and after pregnancy; and  108 
 
WHEREAS, the pending federal bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and other 109 
agencies to address maternal health outcomes among minority populations. HHS must (1) establish task forces 110 
to address social determinants of health, maternal mental and behavioral health, and other topics; and (2) 111 
award grants for maternal mortality review committees, innovative maternity care models, and other 112 
purposes. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services must establish a perinatal payment demonstration 113 
project. The Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Transportation must 114 
report on the impact of housing and transportation during prenatal and postpartum periods, respectively. The 115 
Department of Veterans Affairs must submit a plan for maternity care coordination for women veterans, and 116 
the Bureau of Prisons must establish programs and award grants to certain prisons and jails to improve 117 
maternal health outcomes among incarcerated individuals; and  118 
 
WHEREAS, the federal bill also (1) expands eligibility for certain nutrition programs by increasing the 119 
postpartum and breastfeeding periods, and (2) reduces certain funding to states without laws restricting the 120 
use of restraints on pregnant women who are incarcerated; and  121 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party recognizes, as espoused by the Momnibus Act of 2021, the 122 
need to address the maternal mortality crisis; now, therefore, be it 123 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports prompt legislative action in North 124 
Carolina as well as in Congress to advance and pass into law the Momnibus Act and NC Momnibus as 125 
proposed; and 126 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party requests that the Chair of the 127 
North Carolina Democratic Party send copies of this resolution to Democrats of the North Carolina Legislature, 128 
Governor Roy Cooper, North Carolina Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis, and Congressman David Price.  129 
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42. A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A NORTH CAROLINA HEALTHCARE CONSUMER PROTECTION BUREAU  130 
WHEREAS, healthcare represents nearly 20% of the American economy and a large share of individual 131 
households’ income; and 132 
 
WHEREAS, patients lack the power, insider knowledge, and resources necessary to remediate disagreements 133 
with large healthcare organizations, navigate difficult care decisions, contest surprise medical bills for 134 
unknowingly receiving care from out-of-network providers, or dispute claims from debt collectors; and  135 
 
WHEREAS, according to a 2016 study by the Kaiser Foundation, 70% of those with medical debt reported that 136 
they had to cut spending on basic necessities (food, clothes, etc), 59% reported that they had to use most or 137 
all of their savings; 41% reported that they had to take a second job; and 37% reported that they had to 138 
borrow money; and  139 
 
WHEREAS, according to the CFPB, half of all collections tradelines that appear on credit reports are reported 140 
by debt collectors seeking to collect on medical bills claimed to be owed to hospitals and other medical 141 
providers, affecting the credit score of nearly one-fifth of all consumers in the credit reporting system; and  142 
 
WHEREAS, medical bankruptcies represent 62% of all personal bankruptcies, as ordinary families often cannot 143 
pay for rapidly rising medical expenses; now, therefore, be it 144 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls for the North Carolina General Assembly 145 
to create a North Carolina Healthcare Consumer Protection Bureau under the auspices of the State Attorney 146 
General’s office that provides resources and assistance to North Carolina patient consumers before, during, 147 
and after receipt of healthcare services.  148 
 
43. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR ENACTMENT OF MEDICAL AID IN DYING (MAID) LEGISLATION  149 
WHEREAS, an End of Life of incurable, interminable pain and suffering should not be forced on any individual 150 
who, in full consciousness and mental competence, wishes to terminate their life through humane medical 151 
intervention; and 152 
  
WHEREAS, the suffering patient and their family, loved ones, and caregivers are often legally impeded in 153 
fulfilling the patient’s wishes to abbreviate the dying process on their own terms and at the time and place of 154 
their choosing; and  155 
 
WHEREAS, MAID describes a medical practice defined by rigorous established standards of care, which 156 
enables a mentally competent, terminally ill adult to obtain a prescription which the patient may choose to 157 
self-administer to advance the imminence of an approaching death; and  158 
 
WHEREAS, In the absence of MAID, patients may become desperate to relieve suffering caused by the 159 
terminal illness and turn to violent alternatives; and  160 
 
WHEREAS, many find comfort, peace of mind and a sense of autonomy in having access to options at the end 161 
of life, including MAID, even if they choose not to exercise those options; and 162 
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WHEREAS, compassion and a respect for the autonomy of the individual as the one best situated to decide 163 
their end of life should outweigh the state’s interest in preserving life at all costs; and  164 
 
WHEREAS, ten US jurisdictions (OR, WA, VT, ME, HI, NJ, CA, CO, DC and NM) have enacted laws allowing the 165 
physician-assisted early termination of life, with over twenty-five other states, (including North Carolina in 166 
2015, 2017 and 2019) considering such legislation; and  167 
 
WHEREAS, National polls indicate over 66% of registered voters are in favor of allowing a competent adult 168 
with less than six months to live to be able to access MAID; and  169 
 
WHEREAS, since Oregon became the first US State to enact MAID legislation in 1997, fewer than 6,700 people 170 
nationwide have applied for a MAID prescription, and in no case has any abuse, coercion, or undue influence 171 
been reported or alleged, and every application for a MAID prescription has been in strict compliance with the 172 
relevant laws and regulations; now, therefore, be it 173 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recognizes the practice of MAID as a desirable 174 
medical option for terminally ill, mentally competent adults who so choose; and  175 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports efforts to enact an 176 
End of Life Option Act allowing an adult patient, of sound mind, diagnosed by two qualified physicians as 177 
suffering from an incurable, terminal illness likely to result in death within six months, to obtain a prescription 178 
for medication, which the patient may choose to self-administer to advance the time of approaching death, 179 
and any third party assisting such adult patient shall be immune from criminal prosecution or civil process 180 
arising therefrom, and the cause of death arising from usage of said MAID shall be the underlying disease or 181 
illness, and shall not be deemed a suicide.  182 
 
44. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF UPDATING THE JEFF MILLER AND RICHARD BLUMENTHAL VETERANS 183 
HEALTH CARE AND BENEFITS IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2016 (HR 6416) 184 
WHEREAS, the Jeff Miller and Richard Blumenthal Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 185 
2016 (HR 6416) gives veterans status. to reservist; and  186 
 
WHEREAS, this status affords veterans who have served in any service to be afforded benefits such healthcare 187 
and other benefits; and  188 
 
WHEREAS, the reservists contribute greatly to our national defense; and  189 
 
WHEREAS, the bill does not afford these benefits to reservists who have been given veteran’s status; now, 190 
therefore, be it 191 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges Congressional leaders to revisit this bill 192 
and fully fund it so that all reservists get full benefits awarded to any other person that served our country.  193 
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45. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EXPANDING DISABILITY BENEFITS FOR LONG- AND SHORT-TERM 194 
DISABILITY 195 
WHEREAS, only 23 percent of workers with a household income of less than $50,000 a year have employer-196 
provided disability insurance; and  197 
WHEREAS, 34 percent of working women between 18 and 34 lack such insurance; and  198 
 
WHEREAS, millions of working Americans are facing a growing crisis due to a lack of adequate disability 199 
insurance coverage; and  200 
 
WHEREAS, today, the absence of emergency savings, rising medical costs, and an overall trend of fewer 201 
employers offering benefits to workers has created a critical blind spot for many American workers and their 202 
families; and  203 
 
WHEREAS, without some kind of income protection, more Americans will experience severe financial difficulty 204 
if they need to miss work due to illness, injury, or pregnancy; and  205 
 
WHEREAS, More than one in four of today’s 20-year-olds can expect to be out of work for at least a year 206 
because of a disabling condition before they reach the normal retirement age; and  207 
 
WHEREAS, 5.6 percent of working Americans will experience a short-term disability (six months or less) due to 208 
illness, injury, or pregnancy on average every year, with almost all instances non-occupational in origin; and  209 
 
WHEREAS, Workers’ Compensation only covers time away from work if the disabling illness or injury was directly 210 
work-related, with only one percent of American workers missing work because of an occupational illness or 211 
injury in 2016; and  212 
 
WHEREAS, from 2006 to 2015, only 34 percent of Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) claimants had their 213 
applications approved, with 23% approved at the initial application stage and the remainder after a 214 
reconsideration or appeals process; and  215 
 
WHEREAS, currently, one must be unemployed due to a disability for 5 months before applying for (SSDI) 216 
benefits; and  217 
 
WHEREAS, it generally takes three to five months from time of application for SSDI benefits to get an initial 218 
decision, with a backlog of appeals cases greater than one million in 2017 with associated processing time 219 
averaging more than 18 months; and  220 
 
WHEREAS, COVID-19 can cause long-term symptoms, and those symptoms can be debilitating in many cases; 221 
now, therefore, be it 222 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges Congress to add a short-term disability 223 
plan to help bridge the gap people experience until they can get back to work or qualify for long term 224 
disability. 225 
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IX. HOUSING & COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC & WORKFORCE 1 

DEVELOPMENT 2 
 
46. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING 3 
WHEREAS, tenants in many low-income housing properties consistently experience housing insecurity and/or 4 
public health threats due to severe and persistent health/safety hazards—i.e. carbon monoxide leaks, mold, 5 
etc.; and  6 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is to “create 7 
strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes for all”; and BE IT RESOLVED, that the 8 
4th Congressional District of the North Carolina Democratic Party believes fair and equitable housing 9 
opportunities are a basic right; now, therefore, be it 10 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 11 
to urge the North Carolina General Assembly to create, fund and fully support a mechanism to promote 12 
affordable housing in North Carolina, including, and not limited to, the preservation of naturally occurring 13 
affordable housing with a focus on creating and sustaining equitable housing opportunities; and 14 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to urge the 15 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to renew additional funding for housing authorities in order 16 
to continue the revitalization of current public housing properties, and to send a copy of this resolution to 17 
Congressman David Price.  18 
 
47. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE OF $15 PER HOUR 19 
WHEREAS, federal guidelines and economic impact studies tell us that approximately 42.5% of all American 20 
workers make less than $15 per hour, and that an increase to $15 per hour will move a full-time minimum-21 
wage-worker above the poverty line for a family of four for the first time in history; and 22 
 
WHEREAS, most of those who would be raised from poverty by increasing the minimum wage are Black and 23 
Latinx workers, especially women, and their children; and 24 
 
WHEREAS, raising the minimum wage to $15 could achieve food security for at least 350,000 American 25 
households and assist the 54% of working American households that currently rely upon food banks; and 26 
 
WHEREAS, many research studies show that increasing the minimum wage to $15 per hour would increase 27 
consumer demand in the economy as a whole, strengthen the purchasing power of Black and Latinx workers, 28 
and increase worker morale, job performance and retention in a variety of occupations; and  29 
 
WHEREAS, the 2021 Democratic majority in the U.S. House of Representatives has passed the Raise the Wage 30 
Act (H.R. 603), and President Biden and Vice-President Harris have made increasing the minimum wage part of 31 
their agenda to improve the lives of all Americans; now, therefore, be it 32 
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RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the objectives of the Raise the Wage 33 
Act and believes its provisions would benefit the State of North Carolina, and the nation as a whole; 34 
 
RESOLVED that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the NCDP to advocate to state and 35 
local officials and legislators to enact local and state ordinances and legislation to guarantee a $15 per hour 36 
minimum wage; and  37 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party requests the NCDP to transmit 38 
this resolution to North Carolina state legislators, and to North Carolina Congresspersons urging them to 39 
represent their Democratic constituents by fully supporting the Raise the Wage Act and other legislation with 40 
similar aims.  41 
 
48. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT EXPANDING BROADBAND NETWORKS AND SPEEDS ACROSS NC 42 
WHEREAS, reliable and affordable broadband access is vital for the educational needs of our children with the 43 
growth of digital learning in North Carolina classrooms, and therefore children need broadband access in their 44 
homes for a 21st Century education; and   45 
 
WHEREAS, reliable and affordable broadband access is vital for economic growth particularly in underserved 46 
communities, and for agribusiness and thus is important to the vitality of rural communities; and   47 
 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed the level of reliance on the internet and the number of uses 48 
to which it has come to be applied have both skyrocketed—i.e., working and learning from home, safe online 49 
shopping, visiting with family and friends online, and telemedicine—all have become a necessity rather than a 50 
choice.  51 
 
WHEREAS, the future needs of telecommuting by workers will influence the desirability of NC as an industry 52 
hub; and 53 
 
WHEREAS, Democrats are working diligently to bring reliable and affordable broadband to North Carolinians 54 
in the following ways:  55 

• in 2020 Gov. Roy Cooper signed into law a bill that allowed electric cooperatives to seek federal funds 56 
to provide broadband to rural communities; 57 

• the FIBER NC Act, currently stalled in committee, would give local governments the authority to build 58 
infrastructure for broadband and lease it to private corporations in a public-private partnership; 59 

• HB 1122, if passed, would enact myriad measures to bridge the “digital divide,” including appropriating 60 
funds for a pilot program, called the “Homework Gap Initiative,” that would provide services to 61 
teachers and students and provide Wi-Fi on school buses, and also would authorize public-private 62 
partnerships to bring broadband to unserved and underserved areas in rural North Carolina; 63 

• HB 289, if passed, would authorize the Office of Broadband Infrastructure in the Department of 64 
Information Technology to map broadband across NC and this office also would be the designated 65 
agency for receipt and disbursement of federal grant funds intended for the State for broadband 66 
expansion; and 67 
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WHEREAS, no bolder steps can be taken to make universal broadband a reality until the law passed in 2011 68 
HB129, also known as the Level Playing Field Act, that effectively halted the development of new municipal 69 
broadband systems is repealed; and 70 
 
WHEREAS, Wilson, the only community in North Carolina that is exempt from HB129 because its utility 71 
Greenlight was already providing such services at the time of the passage of this law, successfully 72 
demonstrated that community-owned broadband can drive local economic development and connect 73 
businesses, families, schools, teachers, and students with fast internet, all at lower costs and higher reliability 74 
than corporate providers; now, therefore, be it 75 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party firmly believes that access to broadband is a 76 
basic necessity for all North Carolinians that facilitates work, learning, healthcare, safety, life and leisure 77 
activities regardless of where they live and therefore calls on the NCDP to urge the North Carolina General 78 
Assembly to repeal the ban against community owned broadband networks; 79 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 80 
to promote initiatives aimed at expanding our state’s broadband infrastructure, and to urge the North 81 
Carolina General Assembly to provide sufficient funding to develop and implement broadband in rural North 82 
Carolina; and 83 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina 84 
Democratic Party to heed and support the words of former FCC Chair Tom Wheeler: “The efforts of 85 
communities wanting better broadband should not be thwarted by the political power of those who, by 86 
protecting their monopoly, have failed to deliver acceptable service at an acceptable price.” 87 
 
49. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF IMPROVING STATE ROADS  88 
WHEREAS, infrastructure is important to the vitality of rural communities; and   89 
 
WHEREAS, safe and drivable roads are necessary for all communities; and   90 
 
WHEREAS, the painted lines on some roadbeds cannot be seen at night; now, therefore, be it 91 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party calls on the North Carolina Democratic Party 92 
to urge the North Carolina General Assembly to provide sufficient funding to repaint and maintain state roads 93 
for the sake of public safety. 94 
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X. IMMIGRATION 1 
 
50. A RESOLUTION ON FAITH ACTION ID 2 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party believes the immigrant community strengthens our state; and 3 
 
WHEREAS, the Faith Action ID is an identification card issued by the community, sometimes in concert with 4 
law enforcement to provide card holders with a reliable form of good-faith identification that can be used as a 5 
tool by law enforcement, city departments, health centers, schools, businesses, and cultural arts organizations 6 
to better identify, serve, and protect us; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, the Faith Action ID program would build greater understanding, trust, and cooperation between 8 
our diverse community and local law enforcement and other public agencies;  9 
 
WHEREAS, dozens of law enforcement agencies, city and social service agencies, health centers, schools, 10 
businesses and cultural arts organizations support the program and participate in Faith Action ID drives with a 11 
common goal to create safer, more inclusive, and united communities; and 12 
 
WHEREAS, the Faith Action ID card is not a state-issued form of identification or a driver's license, it cannot be 13 
used to vote and does not entitle card holders to any social welfare benefits, it does not prevent prosecution 14 
of those engaged in an illegal activity, and it does not impact an individual’s immigration status; and  15 
 
WHEREAS, many residents of North Carolina, including many citizens, do not possess the necessary resources 16 
to obtain state-issued identification; and 17 
 
WHEREAS, residents of North Carolina without reliable identification may not be able to identify themselves 18 
to law enforcement, participate in the cultural and business life of their community, or receive urgent services 19 
from schools, health centers, city departments, and social service agencies; and  20 
 
WHEREAS, the Faith Action ID program benefits a diverse set of residents, including: new immigrants and 21 
refugees, homeless and elderly individuals, people recently returning from jail, as well as faith and city leaders, 22 
teachers, health and social service workers, and many others; and  23 
 
WHEREAS, over 15,000 individuals have obtained a Faith Action ID card in either North Carolina, South 24 
Carolina, Virginia, or Ohio; and  25 
 
WHEREAS, participants of the Faith Action ID program must attend an ID drive to participate in an orientation 26 
on the benefits and limitations of the card and sign a Memorandum of Understanding, and   27 
 
WHEREAS, to obtain Faith Action ID, participants must also provide proof of identity from a list of acceptable 28 
documentation, including: embassy ID, national ID card, passport, or driver’s license, and proof of address 29 
from a list of acceptable documentation, including: utility bill, medical record, bank statement, or lease 30 
agreement; and 31 
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WHEREAS, law enforcement officers attend each Faith Action ID drive to engage with program participants, 32 
listen to the needs and concerns of the community members, and educate the community; now, therefore, be 33 
it 34 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges jurisdictions within the district Wake to 35 
recognize the Faith Action ID as a legal form of identification, promote access to the Faith Action ID through 36 
publicly-supported community events, and partner with local non-profit organizations to distribute Faith 37 
Action ID cards; and  38 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges other jurisdictions across 39 
North Carolina to recognize the Faith Action ID as a legal form of identification. 40 
 
51. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HB 829, DRIVER’S LICENSE FOR UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS  41 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Democratic Party believes that the immigrant community strengthens the state 42 
of North Carolina; and 43 
 
WHEREAS, House Bill 829 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2019-2020 Session would have permitted 44 
undocumented immigrants to obtain a driver’s license in North Carolina; and 45 
 
WHEREAS, expanding eligibility to obtain driver’s licenses to undocumented immigrants would help ensure 46 
that drivers are properly licensed, informed of traffic laws, and operate registered, inspected, and insured 47 
vehicles, thereby improving safety on roads and highways and within communities; and 48 
 
WHEREAS, expanding eligibility to obtain driver’s licenses to undocumented immigrants would strengthen 49 
trust between immigrant communities and law enforcement, permitting law enforcement to fulfill their duties 50 
more efficiently and effectively; and  51 
 
WHEREAS, expanding eligibility to obtain driver’s licenses to undocumented immigrants would help lower 52 
insurance premiums for all drivers; and 53 
 
WHEREAS, expanding eligibility to obtain driver’s licenses to undocumented immigrants would improve 54 
overall economic conditions within North Carolina by allowing undocumented immigrants to overcome 55 
present barriers to transportation that restrict their options for employment; and 56 
 
WHEREAS, expanding eligibility to obtain driver’s licenses to undocumented immigrants would further 57 
integrate immigrant communities and allow undocumented immigrants to participate and contribute more 58 
fully to their local community; and  59 
 
WHEREAS, House Bill 829 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2019-2020 Session was referred to the 60 
Committee On Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House, but did not advance any further; now, therefore, 61 
be it 62 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges the North Carolina General Assembly to 63 
reintroduce and adopt House Bill 829 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2019-2020 Session. 64 
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52. A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE ANTI-IMMIGRATION BILLS IN NC HOUSE AND SENATE 65 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 101 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session is an anti-immigrant 66 
"show me your papers" bill that circumvents the local authority of sheriffs by requiring them to cooperate 67 
with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and assist in the federal government’s deportation pipeline 68 
or face criminal charges; and 69 
 
WHEREAS, House Bill 62 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session is also an anti-immigrant 70 
bill that would further would allow anyone in North Carolina to sue their local government if they believed 71 
that it the government was enacting any kind of pro-immigrant “sanctuary” policy; and 72 
 
WHEREAS, there is no legal definition of “sanctuary” policies, so the intent of these bills is not compliance 73 
with the law, but to force punish sheriffs or other local elected officials to cooperate with U.S. Immigration 74 
and Customs Enforcement who choose to put community needs over federal immigration enforcement; and 75 
 
WHEREAS, House Bill 62 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session, driven by racism and 76 
xenophobia, would open local governments to an unlimited number of groundless suits from citizens and anti-77 
immigrant groups, draining valuable time and money from the government; and 78 
 
WHEREAS, members of immigrant communities would be more fearful of government and therefore less likely 79 
to trust law enforcement or other local governmental agencies; and 80 
 
WHEREAS, The Immigrants' Rights Alliance of North Carolina, a coalition of 30 organizations dedicated to 81 
protecting and defending the rights of immigrants in North Carolina issued a statement on Senate Bill 101 and 82 
House Bill 62 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session, “We strongly urge the North 83 
Carolina General Assembly to reject SB 101 and HB 62. North Carolinians deserve better from their elected 84 
officials than these divisive and harmful proposals”; now, therefore, be it  85 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges all lawmakers to oppose Senate Bill 101 86 
and House Bill 62 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session and any similar bills that aim to 87 
undermine relationships between local governments and immigrant communities; and  88 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party urges Governor Roy Cooper to 89 
veto Senate Bill 101 and House Bill 62 of the North Carolina General Assembly 2021-2022 Session, should 90 
either bill be adopted by the North Carolina General Assembly.  91 
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XI. PARTY PLATFORM 1 
 
53. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE NATIONAL PARTY PLATFORM CONCERNING 2 
ISSUES OF FAITH AND SERVICE  3 
WHEREAS, religious freedom is a core value of the Democratic Party and includes the right of Americans not 4 
only to practice the religion or faith of their choosing but also the right to practice no religion at all; and  5 
 
WHEREAS, no American should be able to use their religion or faith to harm others; and  6 
 
WHEREAS, faith communities in the United States represent many different faiths; and  7 
 
WHEREAS, religious freedom should be used as a shield to protect people rather than as a sword to harm 8 
them; and  9 
 
WHEREAS, the broad religious exemptions spoken of in the party platform are not necessarily limited to a 10 
single administration; and  11 
 
WHEREAS, taxpayer dollars should not be used to support any religious institution, particularly any sectarian 12 
activity at a religious institution; now, therefore be it  13 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that first sentence of the first 14 
paragraph of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service, which reads 15 
“Religious freedom is a core American value and a core value of the Democratic Party.” shall be a paragraph in 16 
and of itself;  17 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that the second sentence of the 18 
first paragraph of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service, which 19 
reads “Democrats will protect the rights of each American for the free exercise of his or her own religion.” 20 
shall be modified to read “Democrats will protect the rights of each American for the free exercise of their 21 
own religion and their right to practice a faith — or no faith — so long as the practice does not harm others”;  22 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that the fourth sentence of the 23 
first paragraph of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service, which 24 
reads “Democrats celebrate America’s history of religious pluralism and tolerance, and recognize the countless 25 
acts of service of our faith communities, as well as the paramount importance of maintaining the separation 26 
between church and state enshrined in our Constitution.” shall be modified to insert the word “diverse” 27 
before “faith communities”;  28 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that the first two sentences of 29 
the second paragraph of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service, 30 
which read “During the Trump Administration, too many of our religious communities have been victimized by 31 
acts of intolerance, bigotry, and violence. We will reject the Trump Administration’s use of broad religious 32 
exemptions to allow businesses, medical providers, social service agencies, and others to discriminate.” shall 33 
be modified to read “Recently, too many of our religious communities have been victimized by acts of 34 
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intolerance, bigotry, and violence. Religious freedom has been used as a sword to harm people rather than as 35 
a shield to protect them. We will reject the use of broad religious exemptions to allow businesses, medical 36 
providers, social service agencies, and others to discriminate”;  37 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that the third sentence of the 38 
second paragraph of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service, which 39 
reads “Democrats will increase funding and support for security investments and protection at houses of 40 
worship, because everyone should be able to pray without fear.” shall be removed; and 41 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party recommends that the 42 
remainder of the text of the section of the 2020 Democratic Platform concerning issues of faith and service 43 
shall remain as written. 44 
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XII. CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS 1 
 
8. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NC CRED CAMPAIGN TO REMOVE CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS 2 
WHEREAS, the nonprofit North Carolina Commission on Racial & Ethnic Disparities in the Criminal Justice 3 
System (NC CRED) has a campaign to remove Confederate monuments around the state, including 42 4 
monuments outside North Carolina courthouses; and 5 
 
WHEREAS, Confederate monuments honor the legacies of slavery and white supremacy, and negate the ideal 6 
of equal justice for all; and 7 
 
WHEREAS, the campaign is encouraging individuals who live or work in communities with these monuments 8 
to learn their history, and whether efforts are underway to remove them; and 9 
 
WHEREAS, the campaign is working to identify members of each affected county’s board of commissioners 10 
who might support removing the monuments; now, therefore, be it 11 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the NC CRED campaign goal to 12 
remove Confederate monuments from courthouse grounds in North Carolina; and 13 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party shall send a copy of this 14 
Resolution to James Williams, Jr., chair of NC CRED, and request that it be distributed to all Commission 15 
members. 16 
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XII. CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS 1 
 
54. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NC CRED CAMPAIGN TO REMOVE CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS 2 
WHEREAS, the nonprofit North Carolina Commission on Racial & Ethnic Disparities in the Criminal Justice 3 
System (NC CRED) has a campaign to remove Confederate monuments around the state, including 42 4 
monuments outside North Carolina courthouses; and 5 
 
WHEREAS, Confederate monuments honor the legacies of slavery and white supremacy, and negate the ideal 6 
of equal justice for all; and 7 
 
WHEREAS, the campaign is encouraging individuals who live or work in communities with these monuments 8 
to learn their history, and whether efforts are underway to remove them; and 9 
 
WHEREAS, the campaign is working to identify members of each affected county’s board of commissioners 10 
who might support removing the monuments; now, therefore, be it 11 
 
RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party supports the NC CRED campaign goal to 12 
remove Confederate monuments from courthouse grounds in North Carolina; and 13 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 4th Congressional District Democratic Party shall send a copy of this 14 
Resolution to James Williams, Jr., chair of NC CRED, and request that it be distributed to all Commission 15 
members. 16 
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